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Addendum to Ethics in Government Act Report

As provided for in General Thstruvtions, section b, and in the interest

cir beyond the requirements of the Ethics in Government Act and further

&lahcrating the eclosed contents for any interested parties, the following

questions that either have been asked by the media or are likely ‘to be aked

a’e listed and awered

1) Q. ao’w were ycnir assets accumulated?

A.. By setting aside proceeds from my earnings, tgether with

some bequests and investing them largely in money me.rkets and some

stocks end bonds to plan for present and future Civic initiatives.

2) Q. Row have 7ou used your income over the years?

A. Aside from mode3t expenses, I have always treated ray income as a

de facto philanthropic fund for mrny projects and institutions

that serve the interests of consumers, the environment, labor and

more aoccuntab2. business end government. In short1 monies I earn

are for strenghenng civil society.

3) What percent of your incoMe do you give to charitable or educational

purposes?

A. For about forty years, my

30% (fifty percent) of my

cbritable institutions,

consistent practice has beeu to donate

adjusted gross income to 501(c)(3)

That is the maximum percentage of

charitable donations allowed under the tax code, These contributions

ban amounted to several millions of dollars since 196’?.

4) C. What are some of the projects that you have personally funded?

A. A partial list includes the gigantic Cougress Project in the

seventies, the organizers for college student public interest

research groups in states across the country and wore recrtctly

envirosrtt, the public lands, civic training, law and justice
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projectat firat Native Arnerican and other human rights cotnunity

lawyor prn’cto1 approp:ciate technology, hIstoric building preservation,

child protecticm, solar energy education, sal1 farm protection efforts,

peace advocacy, electoral refon, ocean presenation job safety,

public inte.t’est 2ciec±oe disabilit,y ripts car orate reform, cosuer

cooperatives. work on s-lobal infectiQus diasses, formation of college

and law nhcol &dwmi cIvic groups, truck safety, cadetnic freedom

topics, and books ‘iud ittudiea on a variety of public interest subjects.

‘. What projects do you plan to fund in the near future?

A Gttvill deal with new farme of ccunr contracts with vendors,

another will fiwth3r basic corporate refors, and ace ther will

exlare civic eaction initiatives

c) Q Does anyone employ you?

A No, vith 9xceptions ccuh as univeraity and tievision program

assinmeats from time to time. My •iarnings come from lecturing

and writing. I have xzonr taken any salary or benefits from any of

the ncnprofit:1rastitutlora that I founded, supported, directed,

or soreed.

7) . hy won’t you niense your izflcme tax return?

A. Ass trzn nrivacy rights Lor all Americazs hee been one of my actIve

engagements for many yearsç income tax infonatian should be a matter

exclusIvely between individual taxpayere (real persona) and the

U S • Treasury. Moreeeter, the pertinent disclosure for candidates

for federal office is contained in the Zthics in Government Act,

which in several respects goes well beyond information in the

1040 tax torm, wittout tiolating pz&rsona2. privacies that may appear

cc real persons’ t&x returns.
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Tbt grcwing erosion of personal privacy n tany forms couin in

inzremetLts atd should resisted, regardless of our liitiess

ctwioity about public and private perscnaes6

£incere1y

Ralph Nader

TUTflL PI


