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Rising To A New Generation of Global Challenges

Thank you for that welcome, and thank you PresidedtMrs. Bush for this invitation to
speak at Texas A&M, a proud university with timenboed traditions. I've only been here for
a few hours, but spending that time with studeetg hl understand why you chose this place
for your library.

You are all lucky to have a national treasure Inetgis library. I'm not talking about the
memorabilia and records — I'm talking about Pretgided Mrs. Bush.

Once they led a nation - today they inspire a matio

The Navy's youngest pilot became the nation's Comdierain-Chief. And now, he comforts
the wounded from Hurricanes and Tsunami.

His 16 year old dance partner became the mothér aficluding a President and a Governor -
the nation's first lady, and the love of their 62rrred years.

Inspired by them both, their grandson, George BhBbas joined the Navy Reserve.
Their accomplishments changed global politics. Thlearacter changed our hearts.

Let me also add a word of thanks to the Texas A&vhmunity for allowing the Federal
government to "borrow" Secretary of Defense RoGeates.

Mr. President, | am told that you have objectedaiting your generation the greatest
generation. You prefer to add others to the Imtluding the brave men and women who
fought to protect us in Desert Storm, and those aredn harms way today.

| wholly agree with your characterization of oumad forces as the bravest and most patriotic
in the world. But I still line up with Tom Brokawnahis. Not due to any deficiency in

bravery. But because of what your entire generaifohmerican's sacrificed, and because of
what you accomplished.
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Frankly, what your generation achieved, for Amerarad for the world, was so astounding
that historians may have a difficult time convirgfiuture students that they are not grossly
exaggerating.

Mid century, a menacing madman had captured thétwaad land of all continental Europe.
His rantings of genocide had been dismissed ashglge but they were appallingly real.

Allied with Japan, Hitler was poised to conquer tast European island and her most famous
former colony - us. You stopped them both - yowoll washing the beaches of the Atlantic
and the Pacific.

And then, another threat, just as horrific. Thei8bEmpire hung an Iron Curtain, and spread
its leaden weight around the world. The peril oflear holocaust was reminiscent of the
holocaust that the world had just seen in Europés ime, the holocaust threatened the entire
human race. And again, your generation won.

And the victor was truly an entire generation, just those, like yourself, who served in the
armed forces. In the 40's, you rationed and sa¥edr mothers and daughters enlisted to

work in factories, just as you did Mrs. Bush. Andhe 60's and 70's and 80's, you relentlessly
pursued learning and innovation to lead the warldgace, in technology, in productivity -

you out-competed the Soviets. You drove them teettmomic bankruptcy that matched their
moral bankruptcy.

Today, we face a new generation of challengesafijpand here at home. We will do as
American have always done: we will rise to the stma

We have all that we need. We have technology, @olgyg that would have been beyond the
imagination of our grandparents. We have natioredlthh. And most important, we have the
heart and passion of the American people - alwaggteatest source of our strength as a
nation.

We need leadership. We are fortunate today to hdesident who loves America, who acts
solely out of a desire to protect her and to prantiberty around the world. We have a
President who leads.

But | think most Americans look at Washington anel @ppalled at the divisiveness, the
bitterness, the smallness, the disunity. SenatthruAVandenberg once famously opined that
"politics stops at the water's edge." But last wéle& Democratic chair of House Foreign
Affairs said that we have two foreign policies, daeeach party. And then the Speaker of the
House helped dignify a state sponsor of terrothis time of war, her action stands as one of
the most partisan, divisive, and ill-considerecy national leader in this decade.
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United we stand. United we have stood the teshwd aind tyrants. Divided is not the
American way.

Today, the attention of the nation is focused an.lAll Americans want our troops home as
soon as possible. But walking away from Iraq, erding it in parts and then walking away
would present grave risks to America. Iran couides¢éhe Shia south, Al Qaeda could
dominate the Sunni west, and the Kurds could dézialthe border with Turkey. A regional
conflict could ensue, perhaps even requiring otwrneinto far worse circumstances. The
troop surge has a real chance of working, and sayhs are encouraging. It is time for
Congress to follow the lead of the commandersénfigld and the Commander-in-Chief.

What do you see beyond Iraq, into the coming dexatisee what America can be for our
children, if we stand united, and if we finally aocthonestly face the new generation of
challenges that confront us. It is an America thaiafe and that is prosperous, even more
prosperous than today. It is an America that ipeeted and appreciated by the nations of the
world, because they too will have been blessed thighgifts we enjoy - freedom, security, and
prosperity.

| am often asked whether | am a neo-conservatierealist. Sorry, those terms are too
confining. In my view, our objective is a strong Arta and a safe world.

We should always remember that those two things@maected. As Ronald Reagan
observed: "Of the four wars in my lifetime, noneneaabout because the U.S. was too strong."

A strong America requires a strong military andrargy economy. You can't be a military
superpower if you are a second tier economy. Thakness of the Soviet economy was the
vulnerability that Presidents Reagan and Bush égoldo bring down the Evil Empire. | have
previously addressed action we must urgently takgeserve our economic lead - smaller
government, lower taxes, better schools and heatthgreater investment in technology, free
trade.

But there is further action we must take if we tareemain strong and if we are to build a safe
world, with peace, prosperity, freedom and dignitlgis action will be controversial. It will be
strongly resisted. Because this action requireagda

Change in and of itself is difficult. And in thessmce of a clear and convincing crisis, it is
even harder to garner the will necessary to setnaaourse. Look at how long it took us to
confront the reality of Jihadism. They bombed aubassies, they bombed our Marines in
Lebanon, they bombed the USS Cole, they even satlmdmb in the basement of the World
Trade Center. But we failed to truly see the thraatl to change. After September 11, 2001,
our President led us from denial to action.
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I think many of us still fail to comprehend the ext of the threat posed by radical Islam, by
Jihad. Understandably, we focus on Afghanistanlexgd Our men and women are dying
there. We think in terms of countries, becauseaged countries in last century's conflicts.
But the Jihad is much broader than any one natigratons. Jihad encompasses far more
than the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. For radilsddm, there is an over-arching conflict and
goal - replacing all modern Islamic states witrabphate, destroying America, and
conquering the world.

It sounds insane. It is insane. It is just as iesasHitler and Stalin. But it is also just as real

Their methods are entirely different than thoséhefWorld Wars and the Cold War. Rather
than armies, they employ sleeper networks andendignate terror. Their soldiers include
children, as do their victims; among their genesaaésradical clergy. They communicate by
Internet. They recruit in schools and in housesafship and in prisons. And now, they
pursue nuclear weapons - they even contemplatg tisam.

What we face is different, different than what veeé faced before. And that means we will
have to change if we are to defeat it. And the gkamill require sacrifice from the American
people. | believe America is ready for the chalkeng

Today, I'd like to discuss four changes among thbstieve are needed.

First, we need a stronger military.

| propose that we sharply increase our investmenational defense. | want to see at least
100,000 more troops. | want to see us finally nthleelong overdue investment in equipment,
armament, weapon systems, and strategic defense.

After President Bush left office in 1993, the Clintadministration began to dismantle our
military, in what some called a peace dividend.ylto®k the dividend, but didn't get the
peace. It seems that we had come to believe thraanehthreats and evil men were gone
forever. As Charles Krauthammer observed: we tob&laay from history.

Simply look at the neglect of our military

We purchased only a small fraction of what was addd maintain our strength. Instead, we
have lived off the assets that had been purchasiet iprior decades. The equipment and

armament gap continues to this day.

We wring the useful life out of old and inadequedgipment, starving our budget for
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purchasing modern and ample armament.

What is the right amount to spend? Secretary Gateproposed a 10% increase for next year. Bravb. B
we will need at least an additional $30 to 40 dillper year over the next several years to modemiz
military, address gaps in our troop levels, easesthain on our National Guard and Reserves anglostup
our wounded soldiers.

A look at our military spending over time is instte.
Based on my analysis, we should commit to spenthammam of 4% of GDP on our national defense.

But increase spending must not mean increased whabkten fortunate enough to become Presidenilll w
convene a team of private sector leaders and defeqzerts to carry out a stem-to-stern analysiilifary
purchasing. First, | want to hear about spendinggquipment and programs that is more about making a
politician's home district happy, than about protecour nation. That's worse than pork-barrel sirem

and it's got to stop. | will work with Congressimstall strict lobbying rules and new sunshine jBmns to
keep a far more watchful eye on self-serving poétis, current and past. And second, | want my tisam
see if and where we are being fleeced by contraieiod suppliers. There will be no sheep allowetién
military purchasing department!

So number one: a stronger military.

Number two: America must become ener gy independent.

Our economic and military strength require it. Hot just talking about symbolic measures, | meai We
must finally take the necessary steps to actuatigyce as much energy as we use. This may takdytwen
years or more. Of course, we will continue buyingl$ from our friends, but we will buy AND sell. We
will end our strategic vulnerability to an oil skaff by nations like Iran, Russia, and Venezuela W|

stop sending $1 billion a day to other nations, s@fwhom are using that same money against uswnd
will rein in our emissions of greenhouse gasseseasame time.

True energy independence will require employingptetogy to make our use of energy more efficiemt, i
our cars, in our homes, and in our businesses.

Energy independence will also mean pursuing ourde@pmestic sources of energy: more drilling offgho
and in ANWR, nuclear power, renewable sourcesdikanol, biodiesel, solar, wind, and full explatat

of coal - solid and liquid. In some cases, we megdhto guarantee floor prices to stimulate private
investment. In others, shared investments or imgesitnay be required.

| will initiate a bold and far-reaching researchiative - an Energy Revolution. It will be our gamation's
equivalent of the Manhattan Project or of the noisgd reach the Moon. This will be a mission tcatee
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new, economic sources of energy, clean energy. Wé&ognse our technology to other nations and we
will employ it here at home. It will be good for romational defense, for our foreign policy and dor
economy. It will also be good for the world. And ilescientists are still debating how much human
activity impacts the environment, we can all agres alternative energy sources will be good fer th
planet. For any and all of these reasons, the fam&ue energy independence has come.

Three: we must transfor m our international civilian resour ces, to enhance our influencefor peace,
for security, and for freedom.

Following World War 1l, America created structusessigned to meet the demands of the Cold War. It
worked. During the Reagan-Bush years, it becana that the bureaucratic boundaries in the military
between the branches were getting in the way. &&tildwater-Nichols Act removed barriers to unify

efforts across the services. This included establgs"joint commands” with individual commanderdyu
responsible for their geographic region. Thosettreaf responsibility are as shown here.

Our non-military resources enjoy no such jointnesssuch clear leadership, no such clear lines of
authority and responsibility. Too often we strugglentegrate our military and civilian instrumerots
national power into coherent, timely and effectyperations. When facing the need to strengthen the
democratic underpinnings of a country like Lebaraur, education, health, banking, energy, commerce,
law enforcement and diplomatic resources are iarsap bureaucracies, all under separate leadeeghip,
protecting their own powers and their own prerogegti So while we watched, Hezbollah brought
healthcare and schools to the Lebanese. Guesshelpebple followed when conflict ensued? The same
thing happened with Hamas and the Palestinians.

The problem was just as evident in Iraq. Whilerthitary moved in rapid order to topple Saddam
Hussein, many of our non-military resources movieel they were stuck in tar. They fight over which
agency will pay the $11.00 per diem cost of foothatsame time that we are spending over $7 bidion
month and taking human casualties.

It is high time to truly transform our civilian ilements of national power. We need to enable joint
strategies and joint operations. Just as the mjlias divided the world into common regions fordlits
branches, so too the civilian agencies should algng consistent boundaries. And one civilian ézad
Deputy lets call him or her, with authority andpgessibility for all agencies and departments, nestully
empowered, just like the single military commaniderCENTCOM. These Deputies of our civilian
resources must have sufficient authority over ttividies in their region. They will be heavy hitse with
recognized reputations around the world. They rhagiven objectives, budgets, and responsible
oversight. They will be measured by their succegbeir region in improving such things as healtbca
education, and economy, and for their progressampting peace and democracy.

The wonders of America - like our healthcare tedébgyw- can be powerful tools to promote the
foundations of liberty. It is time that we apply#e American wonders to make the world, and intirn
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make America, a safer, freer, and more prosper@ae p

Four . we need to strengthen old partnerships and alliances, and we need to inaugur ate a new one.

| don't need to tell you that the failures of thi Bre simply astonishing. Consider the infamouskvadr
the UN Human Rights Council.

The infamy of the UN has made a number of peoptkerstandably cynical when it comes to multinational
and multilateral institutions. Some of us will lsgripted to retreat to American isolation. Others failor
American unilateralism. But America's strengthnigpéified when it is combined with the strength der
nations. Whether diplomatic, military, or econonmAenerica is stronger when we have friends standing
with us.

That may be even more true tomorrow than it isyodae world will look quite different in the futerthan
it has in the past.

The Middle East is facing a demographic crisis. agaver half the region is under 22 years old. tBat
combined GDP of all Arab nations, including oilJess than that of Spain. With the growing popolagi
and lack of jobs, the ground for radical Islam W# increasingly fertile.

| agree with former Prime Minister Aznar of Spanattwe should build on the NATO alliance to defeat
radical Jihad. He has called for greater coordomeith military, homeland security, and non-prolggon
efforts. He is right. We should look to expand deepen this and other alliances.

Today, | want to take his recommendation a stejhéur As one of my first acts as President, | wanatl
for a Summit of Nations. In addition to the Unit8thtes, the convening countries would include nmettder
Islamic states and other leading developed natibims.objective of the Summit would be to create a
worldwide strategy to support Muslim nations andgies, in their effort to defeat radical, violeittal.

| would envision that the Summit would lead to tneation of a Partnership for Prosperity and Prsgre
This Partnership would assemble the resources déaéloped nations to work to assure that thresaten
Islamic states had public schools, not Wahhabi assdrs, micro credit and banking, the rule of lavman
rights, basic healthcare, and competitive econguiicies. The resources would be drawn from pudntid
private institutions, and from volunteers and NG&sd policies would favor expansion of free tradel a
investment.

Merely closing our eyes and hoping that radicahditvill go away is not an acceptable answer. And
American military action cannot change the heantsrainds of hundreds of millions of Muslims. Only
Muslims will be able to defeat the violent radicdsit we can help them. And we must help them.tRker
consequences - for America and for all nationsa ddicalized Islamic world, possessing nuclear
weapons, are unthinkable.
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Conclusion

| know that the new generation of challenges thatace seems daunting. But confronting challengss h
always made America stronger. And the heart oAimerican people is good. And it is willing. When
called to rise to the occasion, the American pewojllebe just as valiant as those of you in the &est
Generation.

The world awaits our leadership.

On the wall of your library are these words: "Latiire generations understand the burden and tksiigs
of freedom. Let them say we stood where duty regluurs to stand.” We do understand. We stand in duty

today. And we are ready stand again, for the fubfiemerica.

Thank you.
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