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All the reasons given to justify a preemptive @rdgainst Iraq were wrong. Congress and the Aareric
people were misled.

Support for the war came from various special egty that had agitated for an invasion of Iraqesit298.
The Iraq Liberation Act, passed by Congress anaesignto law by President Clinton, stated thatigettid
of Saddam Hussein was official U.S. policy. Thidigy was carried out in 2003.

Congress failed miserably in meeting its crucidigations as the branch of government charged with
deciding whether to declare war. It wrongly andamstitutionally transferred this power to the piest,
and the president did not hesitate to use it.

Although it is clear there was no cause for warjuge marched in. Our leaders deceived themselndgshe
public with assurances that the war was righteodsveould be over quickly. Their justifications wdedse,
and they failed to grasp even basic facts abouthhetic political and religious history of the i@y

Congress bears the greater blame for this fiakaeneged on its responsibility to declare or aetlare war.
It transferred this decision-making power to theaxive branch, and gave open sanction to anythimg
president did. In fact the founders diligentlettito prevent the executive from possessing thigepo
granting it to Congress alone in Article 1 Sectof the Constitution.

Today just about everyone acknowledges the wagbas badly, and 70% of the American people waiat it
end. Our national defense is weakened, the fianosts continue to drain us, our allies have riedeis,
and our enemies are multiplying — not to mentiantthgic toll of death and injury suffered by Ancan
forces.

Iraq is a mess, and we urgently need a new direchiot our leaders offer only hand wringing andipldes.
They have no clear-cut ideas to end the suffenmbvear. Even the most ardent war hawks cannonliegi
define victory in Iraq.

As an Air Force officer serving from 1963-1968 eldnd the same agonizing pleas from the American
people. These pleas were met with the same exabses why we could not change a deeply flawedcgoli
and rethink the war in Vietham. That bloody carflalso undeclared and unconstitutional, seerhgve
taught us little despite the horrific costs.

Once again, though everyone now accepts that thmalrjustifications for invading Iraq were nogliémate,
we are given excuses for not leaving. We flaumtpmwer by building permanent military bases and an
enormous billion-dollar embassy, yet claim we hageglans to stay in Irag permanently. Assuranicasdur
presence in Iraq has nothing to do with oil arebedteved in the Middle East.
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The argument for staying- to prevent civil war dumghg stability to the region- logically falls oredf ears.

If the justifications for war were wrong;

If the war is going badly;

If we can’t afford the costs, both human and ecanpm

If civil war and chaos have resulted from our oatign;

If the reasons for staying are no more credible tha reasons for going;

Why the dilemma? The American people have spaketh,continue to speak out, against this war. So why
not end it? How do we end it? Why not exactlywsy we went in? We just marched in, and we cah ju

march out.

More good things may come of it than anyone carginea Consider our relationship with Vietnam, now
friendly trading partner. Certainly we are doirgjtbr with her than when we tried to impose ouf layl
force. It is time to march out of Iraq and marcimte.

2 of 2 11/21/2007 11:45 Al



