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Navigation Sen. Mike Gravel and the other candidates for teenDcratic Presidential Nomination attended a splecia
. Create new post forum on health care in Nevada on March 24, 2007ictvwas co-sponsored by the Center for American

Progress Action Fund and Service Employees Inteynat Union.

The following is a transcript of Senator Mike Grbwspeech at the Center for American Progress’altie
Forum.

KAREN TUMULTY: Thank you very much. And now we ageing to move on to our final candidate of the
day, former Alaska Senator Mike Gravel.

MIKE GRAVEL: Hi, all. | just want to give my condehces to all of you who realized that something sad
happened last night: The Rebels lost by four polritaow what that means to you. | also want tmpout
that, Andy is sitting over there. Andy, | have &l tyou, you speak good English. | don't understesny
candidates don't understand you. | want to thankfgo getting me here. It's better than what CNNaisg

to do to me in New Hampshire by censoring my voRgt. | also want to thank John Podesta. But lesaye
that Andy pointed out one thing right in the begmnis that we do have a problem, and | don't wartake
your time when you know as well as | do. We've Headot of anecdotal experiences and deep emotions
about the problem. That's not a solution. Thattsaneplution. What's wrong with health care in gtosintry

is that we saddle the business community with @agrit, and they can't do it because it's goingdst you
your jobs, it's going to cost -- it's going to da@gou internationally.

Why? Karen was alluding to it. Historical accident][the] second World War when wages were frotlee,
only way you could get people to come into your pany and work was to give them a lot of health care
benefits. The war is over and we don't have thgeZe on wages, so we don't need that system thegwla
and carry. And if you heard all of the blame, tresgentially, except for Dennis, they were all inirod
employers and employees. That is a non-starteitaralBand-Aid that is not going to work.

Now, what can we do? Oh, well, real simple. We tan around and say let's have a health care progra
that establishes equality. And I'll give you themmaof it. It's called the universal single-payerby
single-payer | mean all Americans pay for it re¢gsd of the system you have now but the systenreiou’
going to get, single-payer Health Care Voucher plan

Under the plan we would issue vouchers to evemylsiaAmerican. And the vouchers, you don't pay liemnt,
they're issued to you. You sign up every year lient. And the vouchers will have a very modest cg-pa
very modest deductible, but that's it. Everybodis dbe same product universally in the United State
America. And then if you want more than the prodwatt got, you pay for it.

There's no magic in this whole process. Somebodjpiisg to pay. You know who pays, it's the average
American, one way or the other, particular under pmesent system. And so to want to trash the lessin
community and trash our tax system, which is alyeaatrupt, with greater corruption as a way to edhe
problem is a non-starter. When they tell you alaytyou know, I've done this, done that, keep indni
Harry Truman was the first to raise this issue wlith Democrats, and they didn't do it and we hademle it
since, and so it's been a little Band-Aid one gndbthe other.

Now, with these vouchers you'll be able to haveiahaChoice of doctors, choice of hospitals, fraeice.
Now, you'll be able to also have a choice of maybenore than five or six plans, insurance planswNo
have my suspicions with the predator[y] activitiesler our present mercantile system where you yewe
lobbyists, 30,000 in Washington, go out and make that they take care of their clients.

So there's going to be some changes made in tinefutepends on how this is enacted into law. Asdbt
going to be enacted by the Congress. Don't hold goeath on that please. Never will happen, forvbgy
simple reason that there's too many interests,080l6bbyists. Who do you think is bundling all thes
millions of dollars to the presidential candidatéisi@n't coming from the Holy Trinity. My God, st'‘coming
from vital special interests, whether they're f@nidcrats or Republicans, that's what you're fadtd w

So now you're going to have a voucher. You gotfteedom of choice. You got the freedom of choice in
plans. Now, you might have a public plan if we d@®@e the insurance industry and the pharmaceutical
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industry shaping up. So now you got public assegamBut let's have like public assistance, let'seha
central body called a health care board with reglittoards that they would then define what theouesi
vouchers are for.

And the vouchers are set up for risk on an indigichasis, not on a collective this fits all, be@ifsyou're
young, you probably don't have a cost of more th2y900. When you're my age, it could be $150, $180
thousand in one year, which is what | got hit vétid | went bankrupt as a result of that.

So make no misunderstandings, | know the systegat my meds from the VA and | get the rest from the
Medicare. So | know the system up front and persarad | don't have to tell you about somebody in
Benton, lowa crying on my shoulder. Let me point tw you, so what will happen, when I'm talking
individually designed, we're going to have elecitorecords. Hell, that's nothing. We have to havery
entire history computerized, and every penny trgdent on your health care computerized all the o
that when we're really redesigning next year, wgiag to turn around and project that oh, you s8¢000
last year, we're going to give you a voucher f008,the next year. But suppose you've got cologearaso it
costs you $150,000 next year?

That's going to be the size of your voucher. Yogim¢o see the dynamics of this. And by puttingand
with only having five or six plans, and the plansuld determine and there will be no lemon-dropping.
There will be no, well, you don't qualify, you gopreexisting condition.

That is history under this plan. So this plan camkwAll we need to do as they say, oh, you'vetgdiring
the people in. My God, bringing people in. Theyiat bringing people anywhere. They're just tyingreate
an attitude of that, my God, we're going to do gbing great for the people. Hell, the people aré no
empowered to do anything. In the United States rtiae half of the American people make laws aggest
local level.

Why can't we do that at the federal level? If yad then of course you decide what is the healtin piau
want to have or if you want to continue to put uithvthe mandates that we're experiencing. So hewar
going to pay for my health care will get done, ament to thank my advisors, Dr. Fuse and Dr. Rolibff

as both experts in the field that have been adyisia. They'd be ashamed the way that | presentbdtit
think not. | think not.

And so | would just say that if we empower you ntlyeu could make the decision and not try to s-ithat
they're saying. They're saying we want you peaplese the government for your benefit, okay. Whyg'tlo
you just -- why do you have to do that? Why caati go it directly? You can't. There's a way to d&o to
Gravel08.us and you'll see the process to be able to do @nklyou very much.

KAREN TUMULTY: Thank you, Senator. It sounds likeet plan that you're describing about your
standards right have some of the elements of spagler but also some of the elements of a mediahgs
account. It's not a sort of traditional, pure siaghyer plan. And you described this as somethiagwould
never come from Congress. And so can you descgaia ¢his process by which -- what kind of procass
you talking about here?

MIKE GRAVEL: I'm talking about using the Nationaiitiative. First for this to happen, and I've gottéll
you you're not going to have an alternative becdisgears from now, 15 years from now you're gdmg
have the problem getting worse. You're all rightw@hthat. It's getting worse all the time. But domorry
about that. You think that that's going to cause ta solve, the Congress to solve the problem? laddhis
country. We're literally bankrupt. We're literalhankrupt and nobody pays any attention to it. Wegee
these crazy wars. We have a nation that's cordrdijethe military industrial conflict that dictateghat's
happening to your lives, and the Americans arevilsstling walking through the cemetery. So | ddmow

if I've answered your question.

KAREN TUMULTY: This National Initiative, how doe$at work?

MIKE GRAVEL: How does it work?

KAREN TUMULTY: In terms of the petition and it staras what?

MIKE GRAVEL: Well, | don't want to take the time go through this whole process, but understand what
I've done is I've copied the procedures that aeel irs the Congress and every legislative body énwbrld
and I've put them into a law called the Nationall@dnitiative. And that is to equip every singlenerican

to become lawmakers to come into the operatioroeégiment as lawmakers and partners with theiteglec
officials. Now, this is revolutionary. This is oat the box. You know what it means is we trustAmeerican
people. Isn't that revolutionary? We trust the peomther the other politicians say trust me,gét elected,
I'm going to do the job for you.

I've got news for you, can't be done that way. Amdhave historic precedence to show it. And if thagsn't
convince you that we're not going in the right diien electing various personalities president #riaking
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that's going to make the change, I've got to teli,ythe change lies with you, not the leadershipe T
leadership has been screwing up by the numbethddast 50 years. Have you had enough yet? Please.
KAREN TUMULTY: Senator, there was a question thaiald in my mind about this, and it's addressed by
one of our questioners in the audience, and irtteghg enough at this very moment a question oveaie
popped up that addressed the same issue. Youlskthiese vouchers as addressing the specifictmomdi
you have. You need a heart bypass, you get a votichewould cover it. But Michelle in lowa askedvh
would you increase the role of prevention in theefican health care system? And I'd, in fact, likéurn to
Becky, and | apologize in advance, is it Estray&siralla, who's an RN at UHS Valley Hospital. Al
here, Becky?

BECKY ESTRAYA: | have been a nurse for 37 years hhdve seen patients come into the hospital with
medical problems that could have been preventadidctor had seen this patient early on. As prasidew
will you ensure that more efforts for preventivelavellness care is provided nationwide?

MIKE GRAVEL: First off, there is a role for the mmident in his leadership capacity, or her leadprshi
capacity, and that is to change the culture, thyreaergize people to exercise. Now, people sayyatge
that, you know, I'm a good example. I've had twgomaperations, several major operations, but firgaod
shape because | exercise. | try to eat the rigid<o

And so | have a lady on the plane that showed mieste could have got this junk bar for 50 centstiney
were asking for a dollar 25 for the apple which shes holding up about to eat. Doesn't that tell you
something about the dynamics of what's going om?eén, we're all patriotic, whether it's in business
whether it's in labor, we're all patriotic.

But we need a leadership that sets a tone, thatasébne to demand from us the best that's in ws. W
recognize these problems. We know the problem esith | try to diet all the time, sometimes sucfety,
sometimes not so successfully. But when all yogatan your field of vision is junk food, you gotghblems.
And that's the problem that the president can Hullynot giving you. He's going to regulate alktHigot to
tell you, look what happened with Katrina. You knowu heard the joke, I'm from the federal govemime
and I'm here to help you. Well, that doesn't work.

The government is a tool. The people can use itifBle people have the direct power to use ity you get

to see government as a real tool, not the toolhaxe where the special interests determine hovotiis of
government is handled by the lobbyists and the lngdb pay for the people who pay for their cangpaio
manipulate you to vote for them. That's the proteaswe live under and that's process that hakdage.
KAREN TUMULTY: Next I'd like to turn to Fabiola, i Pavol? Pavel? Who's a janitor in Clark County.
Fabiola, are you here?

FABIOLA PAVA: Pava.

KAREN TUMULTY: Pava, | apologize. | didn't even cemnglose, but | have a hard time with Tumulty so |
understand the issue.

FABIOLA PAVA: My name is Fabiola Pava and I'm anIBEnember. | work for Clark County as a janitor.
I'm also a primary caregiver for my 78-year-old hest My mother has Medicare and the problem lighéah
the providers will not use diagnostic tests andtiments that will diagnose her sooner and treaptbblem
faster. The question is what is your plan for pdowy preventative and diagnostic services for hezdre for
our seniors, people with disabilities and all Aroaris?

MIKE GRAVEL: One of the facets of the plan would toekeep in place Medicare and Medicaid and phase
them out over time. Because plans to put everyloodiledicare aren't going to fly financially andtjean't
be met. And so they can tell you they can, but eyt be met. We are in deep economic difficuitg &
debt. So when you talk about the seniors, thistisre you have these health regional boards whetreain
region they'll be defining what goes into thesdows vouchers. And they'll change every year dejpend
upon your personal history as you get older.

And we know it costs less for young people andéts more for old people. That's just the naturéhef
situation. So | don't have any magic to take cér® seniors. All | can say is | can set up acitiee that
will have checks and balances where they'll habetter say, they'll have a better say than they haday.
Seventy-seven million people are going to be ragiih the next 25 years. Those are the baby booffked's
twice the amount of people, the adult, the sen@oppe that exist today. If there's a group thatieg to
benefit from the National Ballot Initiative, it'©mg to be the seniors, because they'll have morg to be
able to vote for programs that they feel will addréheir particular needs.

That's the answer that | would offer to you, nohagic wand from Mike Gravel as president, it's fritra
people being involved directly with the power tokmdaws on policy issues that affect your livesafTh
doesn't exist today, and there's nobody runningffesident, Democrat or Republican, that's evegestgd
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that. Oh, they talk about big changes. They're etisnchanges and they're Band-Aids to the problems
face in this country.

KAREN TUMULTY: Could | ask a follow-up that | thinks to the premise of Fabiola's question, if I'm
understanding correctly, which is that, and have fgund that in your own experience as a patiedtaso

as a policymaker that elderly patients in particaleat the medical system doesn't seem to haveahe
aggressiveness and the same sort of curiosityRalssort of what you were getting at here in tephs
diagnostic testing and the kind of treatment thdgrdy patients receive?

MIKE GRAVEL: Maybe I didn't answer her. Doctors ddot of testing today to cover their backside, you
know, because they don't want to be sued. Oneeofetiitures of these regional boards is we're gmirdp
away with what we see that the attorneys love,thatlis to go sue doctors or raise the costs wihesecan't
even stay in business. The same thing with nuideat's got to go. Now, you want to see how mucheyon
the trial lawyers are pouring into the presidenteinpaign? Just as a couple of young people otg tteéng
their blogging and putting that data up, look att tthata, that answers the whole question.

So we can't have everything. You cannot have evienyt And so you can have a basic plan that willeco
And the way the plan is designed, it won't raisstgobecause the 30 percent that they're talkiogtab
paper cost. If you took that and put it into soreal rcosts in health care, we'd cover everybody ouith
raising any costs. But you do have to recognize yba can't have everything you want. You can'tehav
burp and run to the doctor. You got to be respdasis citizens. And that goes back to this whole
preventative medicine where we change the culflinat will help to lower the cost, but also until 'vee
totally in a new culture in that regard, we hav@ave some discipline on what the basic packadéwil

And that is a decision -- and you want to raisetihsic package and you're a lawmaker, put antiniiap.
Let's say we're going to raise the cost, rathen $®ven percent for the package, the basic package
going to raise it to 10 percent. Let the peoplaédtecThat's the slogan of my campaign, let the [@edgpcide.
Why should the politicians be also on the missiorthis area and they know it all when they canénev
produce a decent plan. | hope that addresses glhowviup question.

KAREN TUMULTY: We have about one minute left, amallsvanted to ask you your slogan, let the people
decide. What's your plan from here on out? You camw this race without a lot of name recognition,
without a lot of money, without big organizatioighere do you go from here?

MIKE GRAVEL: Well, the problem with not a lot of mey can be solved by the people who hear my voice.
It's not going to be the lobbyists bundling moneyrfie. It's not going to be the corporations thatgoing to

be giving me money through their executives givimgthe money. It's going to be if my voice can barH.
And | don't need the 50 million, 100 million dokas- or a million dollars that they're going to sgdeAll |
need is a modicum of money, around $10 million &hdvin. I'l win because I'll be able to get the
American people and say the solution is with y8a.not with the leaders.

And if | can become president, and lightning wollave to strike for that to happen, but, you know
something, you know something, lightning has stratikthe time in presidential elections, all thmei
Anything is possible in politics, and | could beuymext president. | could be your next presidémid if
you're worried about my age, don't.

We can get a young man who's vice president. Thar@w around. | hope I've answered your question.
KAREN TUMULTY: Thank you very much, Senator. | thimnything is possible, and politics is a terrific
way to end today.

MIKE GRAVEL: Thank you.

» login or register to post comments | printer friendly version

Home | Issues | Donate Online | Volunteer | Learn More | Contact Us | Promote Mike | Forum | Blog | Gravel Gear
© 2007 Mike Gravel

Paid for by Mike Gravel for President 2008

4 of 4 10/29/2007 5:19 P



