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Preamble

We come together a a defining moment in the history of our nation — the nation that led the 20"
century, built athriving middle class, defeated fascism and communism, and provided bountiful
opportunity to many. We Democrats have a gpecid commitment to this promise of America.
We believe that every American, whatever their background or gtation in life, should have the
chance to get a good education, to work at a good job with good wages, to raise and provide
for afamily, to live in safe surroundings, and to retire with dignity and security. We bdlieve that
qudity and affordable hedth careisabasc right. We bdieve that each succeeding generation
should have the opportunity, through hard work, service and sacrifice, to enjoy a brighter future
than the lagt.

But today, we are a a crossroads. As we meet, we are in the sixth year of atwo-front war.
Our economy is struggling. Our planet isin peril.

A great nation now demands that its leaders abandon the politics of partisan divison and find
crestive solutions to promote the common good. A people that prizes candor, accountability,
and fairnessinggs that a government of the people must level with them and champion the
interests of al American families. A land of higtoric resourcefulness has logt its patience with
elected officids who havefailed to lead.

It istime for a change. We can do better.

And so, Democrats — through the most open platform processin history — are reaching out
today to Republicans, Independents, and all Americans who hunger for anew direction a
reason to hope. Today, at a defining moment in our history, the Democratic Party resolvesto
renew America s promise.

Over the past eight years, our nation’s leaders have falled us. Sometimes they invited caamity,
rushing usinto an ill-considered war in Irag. But other times, when caamity arrived in the form

of hurricanes or financid storms, they sat back, doing too little too late, and too poorly. The list
of falures of this Adminidration is higoric.

The American Dream isat risk. Incomes are down and foreclosures are up. Millions of our
fdlow citizens have no hedth insurance while families working longer hours are pressed for time
to care for their children and aging parents. Gas and home heeting costs are squeezing seniors
and working families dike. We are less secure and less respected in the world. After
September 11, we could have built the foundation for anew American century, but instead we
ingigated an unnecessary war in Iraq before finishing a necessary war in Afghanistan. Careless
policies, ingpt stewardship and the broken palitics of this Adminigtration have taken their toll on
our economy, our security and our reputation.

But even worse than the conditions we find oursaves in are the fase promises that brought us



here. The Republican leadership said they would keep us safe, but they overextended our
military and failed to respond to new challenges. They said they would be compassonate
conservatives, but they failed to rescue our citizens from the rooftops of New Orleans,
neglected our veterans, and denied hedth insurance to children. They promised fisca

respong bility but instead gave tax cuts to the wedthy few and squandered dmost atrillion
dollarsin Irag. They promised reform but alowed the oil companies to write our energy agenda
and the credit card companies to write the bankruptcy rules.

These are not just policy falures. They are failures of a broken politics—a palitics that rewards
sdf-interest over the common interest and the short-term over the long-term, that puts our
government at the service of the powerful. A politics that crestes a state- of-the-art system for
doling out favors and shuts out the voice of the American people.

So, we come together not only to replace this President and his party —and not only to offer
policies that will undo the damage they have wrought. Today, we pledge a return to core mora
principles like sewardship, service to others, persond responsbility, shared sacrifice and afar
shot for dl —vaues that emanate from the integrity and optimism of our Founders and
generations of Americans since. Today, we Democrats offer leaders— from the White House
to the State House — worthy of this country’ s trust.

Wewill sart by renewing the American Dream for a new era— with the same new hope and
new ideas that propelled Franklin Delano Roosevelt towards the New Deal and John F.
Kennedy to the New Frontier. We will provide immediate relief to working people who have
logt their jobs, families who are in danger of losing their homes, and those who — no matter how
hard they work — are seeing prices go up more than their income. We will invest in America
agan —in world-class public education, in our infragtructure, and in green technology —so that
our economy can generate the good, high-paying jobs of the future. We will end the outrage of
unaffordable, unavailable hedlth care, protect Socia Security, and help Americans save for
retirement. And we will harness American ingenuity to free this nation from the tyranny of ail.

The Democratic Party believes that there is no more important priority than renewing American
leadership on the world stage. Thiswill require diplomatic skill as capable as our military might.
Instead of refusing to confront our most pressing threats, we will use al dements of American
power to keep us safe, prosperous, and free. Instead of dienating our nation from the world,
we will enable America—once again —to lead.

For decades, Americans have been told to act for ourselves, by ourselves, on our own.
Democrats reject this recipe for divison and failure. Today, we commit to renewing our
American community by recognizing that solutions to our greatest challenges can only be rooted
in common ground and the strength of our civic life. The American people do not want
government to solve dl our problems; we know that persona responsibility, character,
imagination, diligence, hard work and faith ultimately determine individua achievement. But we
aso know that at every turning point in our nation’s history, we have demonstrated our love of



country by uniting to overcome our challenges—whether ending davery, fighting two world
wars for the cause of freedom or sending a man to the moon. Today, Americamust unite again
—to help our most vulnerable residents get back on their feet and to restore the vitdity of both
urban centers and family farms —because the success of each depends on the success of the
other. And America must chdlenge us again —to serve our country and to meet our
respongbilities —whether in our families or local governments; our civic organizations or places
of worship.

Americans have been promised change before. And too often we have been disappointed. We
believe we must change not just our palicies, but our palitics as well. We cannot keep doing the
same things and expect to get different results. That is why today we come together not only to
prevent athird Bush term. Today, we pledge to renew American democracy by promoting the
use of new technologies to makeit easer for Americansto participate in their government. We
will shine alight on government spending and Washington lobbying —so that every American is
empowered to be a watchdog and a whistle blower. We are the party of inclusion and respect
differences of perspective and belief. And so, even when we disagree, we will work together to
move this country forward. There can be no Republican or Democrétic idess, only policies that
are smart and right and fair and good for America—and those that aren’'t. We will form a
government as decent, candid, purposeful and compassionate as the American people
themselves.

Thisis the essence of what it means to be a patriot: not only to declare our love of this nation,
but to show it —by our deeds, our priorities, and the commitments we keep.

If we choose to change, just imagine what we can do. What makes America great has never
been its perfection, but the belief that it can be made better. And that people who love this
country can changeit. Thisisthe country of Abraham Lincoln, Susan B. Anthony, Martin
Luther King Jr., Cesar Chavez, and Rosa Parks — people who had the audacity to believe that
their country could be a better place, and the courage to work to make it so. And this Party
has dways made the biggest difference in the lives of the American people when we
summoned the entire nation to a common purpose.

We have a choice to make. We can choose to say the current failed course. Or we can
choose a path that builds upon the best of who and what we are, thet reflects our highest values.
We can have more of the last eight years, or we can rise together and create a new kind of
government. The time for change has come, and Americamust saizeit.

I. Renewing the American Dream
For months the state of our economy has dominated the headlines—and the news has not been

good. The sub-prime lending debacle has sent the housing market into atailspin, and many
Americans have logt their homes. By early August, the economy had shed 463,000 jobs over



seven straight months of job loss. Hedlth, gas and food prices are risng draméticaly.

But the problem goes deeper than the current criss. Families have seen their incomes go down
even as they have been working longer hours and as productivity has grown. At the same time,
hedlth costs have risen while companies have shed hedlth insurance coverage and pensions.
Worse yet, too many Americans have logt confidence in the fundamental American promise that
our children will have a better life than we do.

We are living through an age of fundamenta economic transformation. Technology has changed
the way we live and the way the world does business. The collapse of the Soviet Union and the
advance of cgpitdism have vanquished old chalengesto America s globd leadership, but new
chalenges have emerged. Today, jobs and industries can move to any country with an Internet
connection and willing workers.

L eadership on these issues has been sordly lacking these past eight years. In the 1990s, under
Bill Clinton’sleadership, employment and incomes grew and we built up a budget surplus.
However, our current President pursued misguided policies, missed opportunities, and
maintained arigid, ideologica adherence to discredited ideas. Our surplusis now a deficit, and
amogt adecade into this century, we still have no coherent nationd Strategy to competein a
globa economy. The price tag for these failures is being passed on to our families.

From the mother working two jobs to pay the bills and the couple struggling to care for young
children and aging parents, to the tens of millions of Americans without hedlth insurance and the
workers who have seen their jobs shipped oversess, too many Americans have been invisble to
our current President and his party for too long. The people who do the work in America have
never been invisible to the Democratic Party. It istime to make the American Dream red for
them again.

We need a government that stands up for the hopes, values, and interests of working people,
and gives everyone willing to work hard the chance to make the most of their God-given
potentid.

In platform hearings around the country, Americans reaffirmed our belief that this great nation
can compete-and succeed—in the 21% century but only if we take a new approach. One that is
both innovative and faithful to the basic economic principles that made this country great. We
Democrats want—and we hereby pledge—a government led by Barack Obama that |ooks out for
familiesin the new economy with hedlth care, retirement security, and help, especidly in bad
times. Investment in our country—in energy, educeation, infrastructure, science. A ladder of
opportunity for all. Democrats see these as the pillars of a more competitive and fair economy
that will dlow al Americansto take advantage of the opportunities of our new era.

Jumpstart the Economy and Provide Middle Class Americans | mmediate Relief
We will provide an immediate energy rebate to American families struggling with the record




price of gasoline and the skyrocketing cost of other necessities— to spend on those basic
needs and energy efficient measures. We will devote $50 billion to jumpstarting the economy,
helping economic growth, and preventing another one million jobs from being lost. Thiswill
include assi stance to states and locdities to prevent them from having to cut their vital services
like education, hedlth care, and infrastructure. We will quickly implement the housing hill
recently passed by Congress and ensure that states and localities that have been hard-hit by the
housing criss can avoid cutsin vital services. We support invessments in infrastructure to
replenish the highway trust fund, invest in road and bridge maintenance and fund new, fast-
tracked projects to repair schools. We believe that it is essentid to take immediate steps to
gem the loss of manufacturing jobs. Taking these immediate measures will provide good jobs
and will help the economy today. But generating truly shared prosperity isonly possible if we
aso address our most significant long-run chalenges like the rising cost of hedth care, energy,
and education.

Empowering Familiesfor a New Era

Many Americans once worked 40 hours aweek for 40 years for a single employer who
provided pay to support afamily, heath insurance, and a pension. Today, Americans change
jobs more frequently than ever and compete againgt workers around the world for pay and
benefits.

The face of America sfamiliesis dso changing, and so are the chalenges they confront. Today,
in the mgority of families, dl parents work. Millions of working Americans are aso members of
anew “sandwich generation,” playing dud roles as working parents and working children,
responsible not only for their kids but for their aging mothers and fathers. They are working
longer hours than ever, while a the same time having to meet anew and growing set of
caregiving respongbilities.

Our government’ s policies-many designed in the New Ded era—have not kept up with the new
economy and the changing nature of peopl€ s lives. Democrats believe thet it istime for our
policies and our expectations to catch up. From hedlth care to pensions, from unemployment
insurance to paid leave, we need to modernize our policiesin order to provide working
Americans the tools they need to meet new redities and chalenges.

Affordable, Quality Health Care Coveragefor All Americans

If one thing came through in the platform hearings, it was that Democrats are united around a
commitment that every American man, woman, and child be guaranteed affordable,
comprehensive hedthcare. In meeting after meeting, people expressed mora outrage with a
hedlth care crigs that leaves millions of Americans—induding nine million children-without hedith
insurance and millions more struggling to pay risng costs for poor qudity care. Half of dl
personal bankruptciesin America are caused by medica bills. We spend more on hedlth care
than any other country, but we' re ranked 47th in life expectancy and 43rd in child mortdity.
Our nation faces epidemics of obesity and chronic diseases aswell as new thregtslike
pandemic flu and bioterrorism. Y et despite dl of this, less than four cents of every hedth care



dallar is spent on prevention and public hedth.

The American people understand that good hedlth is the foundation of individua achievement
and economic prosperity. Ensuring quadlity, affordable hedlth care for every single American is
essentid to children’s education, workers' productivity and businesses' competitiveness. We
believe that covering dl isnot just amora imperative, but is necessary to making our hedth
system workable and affordable. Doing so would end cost-shifting from the uninsured,
promote prevention and wellness, stop insurance discrimination, help eiminate hedth care
disparities, and achieve savings through competition, choice, innovation, and higher quaity
care. While there are different gpproaches within the Democratic Party about how best to
achieve the commitment of covering every American, with everyone in and no one left out, we
stand united to achieve this fundamental objective through the legidative process.

We therefore oppose those who advocate policies that
rokedfor aMma"U;gaiusftz for over | wouid thrust millions of Americans out of their current
i years. My w y - ) L
same for six yearsas| found mysalf private employer-based coverage Wlt_hout provi c_ll ng them
paying more and more for health access to an affordable, comprehengve dterndive,
care. Co-payswent up, deductibles I thereby subjecting them to the kind of insurance
;Vei?trﬁp';Pohait-zgfiﬁ,ht?&@p-ﬁy discrimination that leads to excessive premiums or
y uction | X . . .
and Chinaand | waslaid off. | could [| COVErage denias for older and sicker Americans. We
not afford COBRA premiums. | am regject those who have steadfastly opposed insurance
two years away from Medicare and coverage expangons for millions of our nation’s children
ggig?'ﬁ)e’:ﬁ r?:;grs];;e fa“:nean_ng while they have protected overpayments to insurers and
em— | . y
| just pray | do't get sick. Ohyesh, al Ic_1wed underpayments to our nation’s doctors. Our
and I’ m acancer survivor and | visgon of a strengthened and improved health care system
haven’t done the yearly checkupin | for al Americans standsin stark contrast to the

threeyears. —quoted at Listening  § Republican Party’sand includes
to America National Hearing

Covering All Americans and Providing Real Choices

of Affordable Health Insurance Options. Familiesand
individuas should have the option of keeping the coverage they have or choosing from awide
array of hedth insurance plans, including many private hedth insurance options and a public
plan. Coverage should be made affordable for al Americans with subsidies provided through

tax credits and other means.
“| am self-employed and have
always managed to have health
insurance, but am about to lose my

Shared Responsibility. Hedlth care should be a shared

respons bility between employers, workers, insurers, providers coverage, and can't find any
and government. All Americans should have coverage they can company in Arizonathat will
afford; employers should have incentives to provide coverageto [ Insureanyonewithtypel
their workers; insurers and providers should ensure high quai diabetes. It snot that | can t

S P gn quality afford health insurance, or that |
affordable care; and the government should ensure that hedlth have huge medical bills—it's
insurance is affordable and provides meaningful coverage. As simply that | have a disease that

affordable coverage is made available, individuals should purchase | they decide makes me uninsurable.
It'saterrible situation to be in, and

I’m still much better off than
10 most.” -Listening to America
participant, Lucia, Tucson, AZ




hedlth insurance and take steps to lead hedthy lives.

An End to Insurance Discrimination. Hedth insurance plans should accept dl gpplicants and
be prohibited from charging different prices based on pre-exigting conditions. They should
compete on the cost of providing hedth care and the qudity of that care, not on their ability to
avoid or over-charge people who are or may get sick. Premiums collected by insurers should
be primarily dedicated to care, not profits.

Portable Insurance. No one should have to worry about losing hedth coverage if they change
or losetheir job.

Meaningful Benefits. Families should have hedth insurance coverage smilar to what Members
of Congress enjoy. They should not be forced to bear the burden of skyrocketing premiums,
unaffordable deductibles or benefit limits that leave them a financid risk when they become
sck. Wewill findly achieve long-overdue menta health and addiction treatment parity.

An Emphasis on Prevention and Wellness. Chronic diseases account for 70 percent of the
nation’s overdl hedth care spending. We need to promote hedlthy lifestyles and disease
prevention and management especialy with hedlth promotion programs at work and physicad
educeation in schools. All Americans should be empowered to promote wellness and have
access to preventive services to impede the development of costly chronic conditions, such as
obesity, diabetes, heart disease, and hypertension. Chronic-care and behaviora health
management should be assured for al Americans who require care coordination. Thisincludes
assstance for those recovering from traumatic, life-adtering injuries and illnesses as well asthose
with menta hedlth and substance use disorders. We should promote additiona tobacco and
substance abuse prevention.

A Modernized System That Lowers Cost and Improves the Quality of Care. As Americans
struggle with increasing hedth care cogts, we believe a srengthened, uniquely American system
should provide the highest- quaity, most cost-effective care. This should be advanced by
aggressive efforts to cut costs and eliminate waste from our hedth system, which will save the
typica family up to $2,500 per year. These effortsinclude driving adoption of gtate-of-the-art
hedlth information technology systems, privacy-protected electronic medical records,
reimbursement incentives, and an independent organi zation that reviews drugs, devices, and
procedures to ensure that people get the right care at the right time. By working with the
medica community to improve qudity, these reformswill have the added benefit of reducing the
prevaence of lawsuits related to medicd errors. We should increase competition in the
insurance and drug markets; remove some of the cost burden of catastrophic illness from
employers and their employees, and lower drug costs by adlowing Medicare to negotiate for
lower prices, permitting importation of safe medicines from other developed countries, creating
ageneric pathway for biologic drugs, and increasing use of genericsin public programs.
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A Strong Health Care Workfor ce. Through training and rembursement incentives, there must
be a commitment to sufficient and well-qualified primary care physicians and nurses aswell as
direct care workers.

Commitment to the Elimination of Disparitiesin Health Care. We must end hedth care
digparities among minorities, American Indians, women, and low-income people through better
research and better funded community-based health centers. We will make our hedlth care
system culturally sensitive and accessible to those who spesk different languages. Wewill
support programs that diversify the hedth are workforce to ensure culturaly effective care. We
will dso address the socid determinants that fuel hedlth disparities, and empower the
communities most impacted by providing them the resources and technica assistance to be their
own agents of wellness. We will speed up and improve reimbursements by the Indian Hedth
Service.

Public Health and Research. Hedth and welnessis a shared responsibility among individuds
and families, school systems, employers, the medical and public hedlth workforce and
government a dl levels. We will ensure that Americans can benefit from hedthy environments
that alow them to pursue hedthy choices. Additiondly, as childhood obesity rates have more
than doubled in the last 30 years, we will work to ensure hedthy environmentsin our schools.

We must fight HIV/AIDS in our country and around the world. We support increased funding
into research, care and prevention of HIV/AIDS. We support a comprehensive nationa
drategic plan to combat HIV/AIDS and a Ryan White Care Act designed and funded to meet
today’ s epidemic, that ends ADAP waiting lists and that focuses on the communities such as
African Americans and Latino Americans who are disproportionately impacted through an
expanded and renewed minority HIV/AIDS initiative, and on new epicenters such asthe
Southern part of our nation. We support providing Medicaid coverage to more low-income
HIV-positive Americans

Hedth care reform must aso provide adequate incentives for innovation to ensure that
Americans have access to evidence-based and cost-effective hedth care. Research should be
based on science, not ideology. For the millions of Americans and their families suffering from
debilitating physica and emationd effects of disease, time is a precious commodity, and it is
running out. Yet, over the past eight years, the current Administration has not only failed to
promote biomedica and stem cell research, it has actively stood in the way of that research.
We cannot tolerate any further inaction or obstruction. We need to invest in biomedica
research and stem cdll research, so that we are a the leading edge of prevention and treatment.
Thisincludes adequate funding for research into diseases such as heart disease, Alzheimer’s
disease, Parkinson's disease, multiple sclerosis, breast cancer, diabetes, autism and other
common and rare diseases, and disorders. We will increase funding to the Nationd Institutes of
Hedlth, the Nationa Science Foundation, and the Nationd Cancer Ingtitutes.
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A Srong Partnership with States, Local Governments, Tribes, and Territories.
Recognizing that considerable progress in hedth care delivery has been pioneered by state and
local governments, necessary nationwide reform should build on successful state models of care.

A Strong Safety-Net. Achieving our hedth god's requires strengthening the safety- net
programs, safety-net providers, and public hedth infrastructure to fill in ggps and ensure public
safety in times of disease outbreak or disaster.

Empowerment and Support of Older Americans and People with Disabilities. Seniors and
people with disabilities should have access to qudity affordable long-term care services, and
those services should be readily available a home and in the community. Americans shoud not
be forced to choose between getting care and living independent and productive lives.

Reproductive Health Care. We oppose the current Administration’ s consistent attempts to
undermine awoman's ability to make her own life choices and obtain reproductive hedlth care,
including birth contral. We will end hedlth insurance discrimination against contraception and
provide compassionate care to rape victims. We will never put ideology above women's hedth.

Fiscal Responsbility. Aswe improve and strengthen our hedlth care system, we must do soin
afiscdly responsble way that ensures that we get value for the dollars that are invested.

Retirement and Social Security

Wewill makeit a priority to secure for hardworking families the part of the American Dream
that includes a secure and hedlthy retirement. Individuas, employers, and government must all
play arole. We will adopt measures to preserve and protect existing public and private pension
plans. In the 21 century, Americans aso need better ways to save for retirement. We will
automatically enroll every worker in aworkplace penson plan that can be carried from job to
job and we will match savings for working families who need the hdp. We will make sure that
CEQOs can’'t dump workers pensions with one hand while they line their own pockets with the
other. At platform hearings, Americans made it clear they fed that’s an outrage, and it’ stime we
had leaders who tregt it as an outrage. We will ensure dl employees who have company
pensions recelve annud disclosures about their penson fund' s investments, including full details
about which projects have been invested in, the performance of those investments and
gppropriate details about probable future investments Strategies. We aso will reform corporate
bankruptcy laws so that workers retirements are a priority for funding and workers are not |eft
with worthless I0U’ s after years of service. Findly, we will eiminate dl federd income taxes for
seniors making less than $50,000 per year. Lower- and middie-income seniors dready have to
worry about high hedlth care and energy codts; they should not have to worry about tax burdens
aswdll.

We rgject the notion of the presumptive Republican nominee that Socid Security isadisgrace;

we believe that it isindigpensable. We will fulfill our obligation to strengthen Socid Security and
to make sure that it provides guaranteed benefits Americans can count on, now and in future
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generations. We will not privatize it.

Good Jobswith Good Pay

In the platform hearings, Americans expressed dismay that people who are willing to sudy and
work cannot get ajob that pays enough to live on in the current economy. Democrats are
committed to an economic policy that produces good jobs with good pay and benefits. Thet is
why we support the right to organize. We know that when unions are alowed to do their job of
making sure that workers get their fair share, they pull people out of poverty and creste a
gronger middle class. We will strengthen the ability of workers to organize unions and fight to
pass the Employee Free Choice Act. We will restore pro-worker voices to the Nationa Labor
Relations Board and the Nationd Mediation Board and we support overturning the NLRB’ s
and NMB’s many harmful decisions that undermine the collective bargaining rights of millions of
workers. We will ensure that federd employees, including public safety officers who put their
lives on the line every day, have the right to bargain collectively, and we will fix the broken
bargaining process a the Federd Aviation Adminigration. We will fight to ban the permanent
replacement of striking workers, so that workers can stand up for themsalves without worrying
about losing their livelihoods. We will continue to vigoroudy oppose “Right-to-Work” Laws
and “ paycheck protection” efforts whenever they are proposed. Suspending labor protections
during nationa emergencies compounds the devastation from the emergency. We opposed
suspension of Davis-Bacon following Hurricane Katrina, and we support broad application of
Davis-Bacon worker protectionsto al federa projects. We will stop the abuse of privatization
of government jobs. We will end the exploitative practice of employers wrongly misclassifying
workers as independent contractors.

The Bush Administration Department of Labor has by yvczsgﬁdhgi Lzro? ]u ;tqus\?zk%?(e
faled in its obligation to stand up and protect decent money, not great. But we never
American workers. Our Department of Labor will expected this to happen. Our pays just
restore and expand overtime rights for millions of g‘(’)ﬂ’tti g‘:nk:lg;”? al"l‘éier;;‘f Lhu‘i :"j' Sgt' zg:ﬁs'
Americans, and will actively enforcewage and hour B ihink they know how it feelsif you're
laws. The Bush Adminigration isthe only choosing between gas and groceries. |
adminigtration that has never voluntarily issued a watch the news at night, and there's
significant findl standard for workplace safety. Our GIEDUIEEN 1Y CRETIOERTe A
Occupational Safety and Health Administration will | o 92> Donteat oul. Bon t by

) coffees or lattes. | already don't do these
adopt and enforce comprehensive safety standards. things. This election mattersalot to me. |

Right now, far too many workers — especidly thosein [ really try and make sure | make the right

decision thisyear. | am aregistered

the congruction and mining indudtries-risk their lives :
Independent, and | am supporting

every day just by going to work. Senator Obama. We simply cannot go
another year with Republican leadership.
In America, if someoneiswilling to work, he or she | don’t see how anything the

should be able to make ends meet and have the E;';‘ij:g o ?;zld:gl‘gsz gth;lT?W Iivslarcie
opportunity to prosper. To that end, we will rasethe B \yq niak pittsburgh area, PA (Listening
minimum wage and index it to inflation, and increase to America National Hearing)

the Earned Income Tax Credit so that workers can
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support themsalves and their families. We will modernize the unemployment insurance program
to close gaps and extend benefits to the workers who now fal outside it.

Work and Family

Over the last few decades, fundamenta changes in the way we work and live have trapped too
many American families between an economy that’s gone globa and a government that’s gone
AWOL. It'stime we stop just taking about family vaues, and Sart pursuing policies that truly
vaue families. We will expand the Family and Medicd Leave Act to reach millions more
workers than are currently covered, and we will enable workersto take leave to care for an
elderly parent, address domestic violence and sexud assaullt, or attend a parent-teacher
conference. Today 78 percent of the workers who are digible for leave cannot take it because
it'sunpaid, so we will work with states and make leave paid. We will aso ensure that every
American worker is able earn up to seven paid Sck daysto care for themsaves or anill family
member. And we will encourage employersto provide flexible work arrangements—with the
federd government leading by example. We will expand the childcare tax credit, provide every
child access to qudlity, affordable early childhood education, and double funding for after-
school and summer learning opportunities for children. We will provide assstance to those who
need long-term care and to the working men and women of this country who do the heroic job
of providing care for their aging relatives. All Americans who are working hard and taking
responsibility deserve the chance to do right by their loved ones. That's the Americawe believe
in.

Poverty

When Bobby Kennedy saw the shacks and poverty along the Mississippi Delta, he asked,
“How can acountry like thisdlow it?" Forty years later, we re fill asking that question. The
maost American ansver we can giveis “Wewon't dlow it.” Oneinaght Americanslivesin
poverty today al across our country, in our cities, in our suburbs, and in our rurd communities.
Most of these people work but sill can't pay the bills. Nearly thirteen million of the poor are
children. We can't dlow thiskind of suffering and hopelessnessto exist in our country. It's not
who we are.

Working together, we can cut poverty in haf within ten years. We will provide dl our children
aworld-class education, from early childhood through college. We will develop innovative
trangitional job programs that place unemployed people into temporary jobs and train them for
permanent ones. To help workers sharein our country’s productivity, we'll expand the Earned
Income Tax Credit, and raise the minimum wage and index it to inflation. The mgority of adults
in poverty are women, and to combat poverty we must work for fair pay, support for mothers,
and policies that promote responsble fatherhood. We |l sart letting our unions do what they
do best again—organize and lift up our workers. We || make sure that every American has
affordable hedlth care that stays with them no matter what hagppens. We will assst American
Indian communities, since 10 of the 20 poorest countiesin the United States are on Indian
lands. WE Il bring businesses back to our inner-cities, increase the supply of affordable
housing, and establish “promise neighborhoods’ that provide comprehensve services in areas
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of concentrated poverty. These will be based on proven models, such asthe Harlem

Children’s Zonein New Y ork City, which seeksto engage dl resdents with tangible gods
such as attendance at parenting schools, retention of meaningful employment, college for every
participating student, and strong physical and menta health outcomes for children. The
Democrdtic Party believesthat the fight against poverty must be nationd priority. Eradicating
poverty will require the sustained commitment of the President of the United States, and we
believe that the White House must offer leadership and resources to advance this agenda.

Opportunity for Women

We, the Democratic Party, are the party that has produced more women Governors, Senators,
and Members of Congress than any other. We have produced the first woman Secretary of
State, the first woman Speeker of the House of Representatives, and, in 2008, Hillary Rodham
Clinton, the first woman in American history to win presidentid primariesin our nation. We
believe that our daughters should have the same opportunities as our sons; our party is proud
that we have put eighteen million cracksin the highest glass ceiling. We know that when
America extendsiits promise to women, the result isincreased opportunity for families,
communities, and aspiring people everywhere.

When women ill earn 76 cents for every dollar that aman earns, it doesn't just hurt women; it
hurts families and children. We will passthe “Lilly Ledbetter” Act, which will make it eesier to
combat pay discrimination; we will pass the Fair Pay Act; and we will modernize the Equal Pay
Act. Wewill invest in women-owned small businesses and remove the capitd gainstax on dart-
up smal businesses. We will support women in math and science, increasing American
competitiveness by retaining the best workersin these fields, regardless of gender. We
recognize that women gtill carry the mgjority of childrearing responsibilities, so we have crested
acomprehensve work and family agenda We recognize that women are the mgority of adults
who make the minimum wage, and are particularly hard-hit by recesson and poverty; we will
protect Socid Security, increase the minimum wage, and expand programs to combat poverty
and improve education o that parents and children can lift themselves out of poverty. We will
work to combat violence againgt women.

We bdlieve that sanding up for our country means standing up againg sexism and dl
intolerance. Demeaning portrayas of women chegpen our debates, dampen the dreams of our
daughters, and deny us the contributions of too many. Responghility lieswith usdl.

|nvesting in American Competitiveness

At acriticad moment of trangtion like this one, Americans understand that, more than anything
else, success will depend on the dynamism, determination, and innovation of the American
people. But success aso depends on nationa |eadership that can move this country forward
with confidence and a common purpose. In platform hearings, Americans caled on their
government to “invest back” in them and their country. That’swhat Lincoln did when he
pushed for atranscontinenta railroad, incorporated our National Academy of Sciences, passed
the Homestead Act and created the land grant colleges. That's what Franklin Delano Roosevelt
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did in creating the Tennessee Vdley Authority, eectrifying rural Americaand invesing in an
Arsend of Democracy. That's the kind of leadership we intend to provide.

New American Energy

Inthelocd platform hearings, Americans talked about the importance of energy to the
economy, to national security, and to the hedlth of our planet. Speaking loud and clear, they said
that America needs a new bold and sustainable energy policy to meet the chalenges of our time.
In the past, America has been stirred to action when faced with new thrests to our nationa
Security, or new competitive conditions that undercut our economic leadership. The energy
threat we face today may be less immediate than threats from dictators, but it isasreal and as
dangerous. The dangers are eclipsed only by the opportunities that would come with change.
We know that the jobs of the 21% century will be created in developing new energy solutions,
The question is whether these jobs will be created in America, or abroad. We should use
government procurement policies to incentivize domestic production of clean and renewable
energy. Already, we ve seen countries like Germany, Spain and Brazil regp the benefits of
economic growth from clean energy. But we are decades behind in confronting this challenge.

For the sake of our security—and for every American family that is paying the price a the pump—
we will bresk our addiction to foreign ail. In platform hearings around the country, Americans
cdled for aManhattan or Apollo Project-level commitment to achieve energy independence.
We hear that cal and we Democrats commit to fast-track investment of billions of dollars over
the next ten years to establish a green energy sector that will create up to five million jobs. Good
jobs, like those in Pennsylvania where workers manufacture wind turbines, the onesin the
factory in Nevada producing components for solar energy generation plants, or the jobs that will
be created when plug-in hybrids sart ralling off the assembly line in Michigan. Thistrangtion to
a clean-energy industry will aso benfit low-income communities: we Il create an energy-
focused youth job program to give disadvantaged youth job skills for this emerging industry.

It will not be easy, but neither was getting to the moon. We know we can't drill our way to
energy independence and so we must summon al of our ingenuity and legendary hard work and
we mugt invest in research and development, and deployment of renewable energy

technol ogies—such as solar, wind, geothermal, aswell as technologies to store energy through
advanced batteries and clean up our cod plants. And we will call on businesses, government,
and the American people to make America 50 percent more energy efficient by 2030, because
we know that the most energy efficient economy will dso gain the competitive edge for new
manufacturing and jobs that stay here at home. We will help pay for dl of it by dedicating a
portion of the revenues generated by an economy-wide cap and trade program- a step that will
aso dramatically reduce our greenhouse gas emissions and jumpstart billionsin private capita
investment in anew energy economy.

We |l dramaticdly increase the fud efficiency of automobiles, and we'll help auto
manufacturers and parts suppliers convert to build the cars and trucks of the future and their
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key componentsin the United States. And we will help workers learn the kills they need to
compete in the green economy. We are committed to getting at least 25 percent of our
electricity from renewable sources by 2025. Building on the innovative efforts of the private
sector, states, cities, and tribes across the country, we will create new federal-loca
partnerships to scale the success and deployment of new energy solutions, ingtal a smarter
grid, build more efficient buildings, and use the power of federd and miilitary purchasing
programs to jumpstart promising new markets and technologies. We'll invest in advanced
biofuds like cdlulosic ethanol which will provide American-grown fue and help free usfrom
the tyranny of ail. We will use innovative measures to dramaticaly improve the energy
efficdency of buildings

To lower the price of gasoline, we will crack down on speculators who are driving up prices
beyond the naturd market rate. We will direct the Federd Trade Commission and Department
of Justice to vigoroudy investigate and prosecute market manipulation in oil futures. And we will
help those who are hit hardest by high energy prices by increasing funding for low-income
hesting ass stance and wesetherization programs, and by providing energy assistance to help
middle-dass families make ends meet in thistime of inflated energy prices.

This plan will safeguard our economy, our country, and the future of our planet. This plan will
create good jobs that pay well and can’t be outsourced. With these policies, we will protect our
country from the nationa security threets created by reliance on foreign oil and globa insecurity
dueto climate change. And thisis how we' ll solve the problem of four-dollar-a-galon gas—
with a comprehensive plan and investment in clean energy.

A World Class Education for Every Child

In the 21% century, where the most valuable skill is knowledge, countries that out-educate us
today will out-compete us tomorrow. In the platform hearings, Americans made it clear that it is
moraly and economically unacceptable that our high-schoolers continue to score lower on math
and science tests than most other students in the world and continue to drop-out at higher rates
than their peersin other industrialized nations. We cannot accept the persstent achievement gap
between minority and white sudents or the harmful disparities that exist between different
schools within astate or even adidtrict. Americans know we can and should do better.

The Democratic Party firmly believes that graduation from a quality public school and the
opportunity to succeed in college must be the birthright of every child—not the privilege of the
few. Wemust prepare dl our students with the 21% century skills they need to succeed by
progressing to a new era of mutua responghbility in education. We must set high standards for
our children, but we must aso hold ourselves accountable—our schools, our teachers, our
parents, business leaders, our community and our elected leaders. And we must come together,
form partnerships, and commit to providing the resources and reforms necessary to help every
child reach their full potentid.
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Early Childhood

Wewill make qudity, affordable early childhood care and education available to every

American child from the day he or sheisborn. Our Children’s First Agenda, including increases

in Head Start and Early Head Start, and investments in high-qudity Pre-K, will improve qudity

and provide learning and support to families with children ages zero to five. Our Presidentid

Early Learning Council will coordinate these efforts.
“Strong public schools are the

K-12 foundation of democratic community

We must ensure that every student has a high-quality teacher and an lite. With the intention of helping all

effective principa. That starts with recruiting a new generation of SLE I T A Sl
improved education, including

teachers and principals by making this pledge—if you commit your life  § vocational and special education

to teaching, Americawill commit to paying for your college programs” —Listening to America

education. We'll provide better preparation, mentoring and career participant, Denver, CO

ladders. Where there are teachers who are till struggling and

underperforming we should provide them with individua help and support. And if they’re il

underperforming after that, we should find a quick and fair way—consistent with due process—

to put another teacher in that classroom.

To reward our teechers, we will follow the lead of school digtricts and educators that have
pioneered innovative ways to increase teacher pay that are developed with teachers, not
imposed on them.  We will make an unprecedented nationa investment to provide teachers
with better pay and better support to improve their skills, and their sudents learning. We'll
reward effective teachers who teach in underserved aress, take on added responsibilities like
mentoring new teachers, or consstently excel in the classroom.

We will fix the failures and broken promises of No Child Left Behind—while holding to the god
of providing every child access to aworld-class education, raising standards, and ensuring
accountability for closng the achievement gap. We will end the practice of labeling a school
and its students as failures and then throwing our hands up and walking away from them without
having provided the resources and supports these students need.  But thisaoneisnot an
education policy. It'sjust agarting point. We will work with our nation’s governors and
educators to create and use assessments that will improve student learning and successin school
digricts dl across America by including the kinds of critica thinking, communication, and
problem-solving skills that our children will need. We will address the dropout criss by investing
in intervention srategies in middle schools and high schools and we will invest in after- school
programs, summer school, dternative education programs, and youth jobs.

We will promote innovation within our public schools—because research shows that resources
aone will not create the schools that we need to help our children succeed. We need to adapt
curricula and the school calendar to the needs of the 21 century; reform the schools of
education that produce most of our teachers, promote public charter schools that are
accountable; and streamline the certification process for those with vauable skills who want to

19



shift careers and teach.

We will dso meet our commitment to specia education and to sudents who are English
Language Learners. We support full funding of the Individuas with Disabilities Education Act.
We ds0 support trangtiond bilingua education and will help Limited English Proficient students
get ahead by supporting and funding English Language Learner classes. We support teaching
students second languages, as wdll as contributing through educetion to the revitalization of
American Indian languages.

We know that there is no program and no policy that can substitute for parents who are
involved in their children’ s education from day one—who make sure their children arein school
on time, help them with their homework, and attend those parent-teacher conferences; who are
willing to turn off the TV once in awhile, put away the video games, and read to their children.
Responsibility for our children’s education has to sart at home. We have to set high standards
for them, and spend time with them, and love them. We have to hold oursalves accountable.

Higher Education

We bdieve that our universties, community colleges, and other inditutions of higher learning
must foster among their graduates the skills needed to enhance economic competitiveness. We
will work with ingtitutions of higher learning to produce highly skilled graduates in science,
technology, engineering, and math disciplines who will become innovative workers prepared for
the 21% century economy.

At community colleges and training programs across the country, we will invest in short-term
accderated training and technicd certifications for the unemployed and under-employed to
gpeed their trangtion to careersin high-demand occupations and emerging indudtries. We will
reward successful community colleges with grants so they can continue their good work. We
support education delivery that mekes it possible for non-traditiona students to receive support
and encouragement to obtain a college education, including Internet, distance education, and
night and weekend programs.

Wemust dso invest in training and education to prepare incumbent job- holders with skillsto
meet the rigors of the new economic environment and provide them access to the broad
knowledge and concrete tools offered by apprenticeships, internships, and postsecondary
education. We need to fully fund joint labor-management gpprenticeship programs and
reinvigorate our indudtria crafts programs to train the next generation of skilled American craft
workers.

We recognize the specid vaue and importance of our Historicaly Black Colleges and

Univerdgities and other minority serving inditutions in meeting the needs of our incressingly
diverse society and will work to ensure their viability and growth.
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We will make college affordable for dl Americans by creating a new American Opportunity Tax
Credit to ensure that the first $4,000 of a college education is completely free for most
Americans. In exchange for the credit, sudents will be expected to perform community service.
We will continue to support programs, especialy the Pell Grant program, that open the doors of
college opportunity to low-income Americans. We will enable familiesto gpply for financia ad
amply by checking abox on their tax form.

Our indtitutions of higher educeation are aso the economic engines of today and tomorrow. We
will partner with them to trand ate new ideas into innovative products, processes and services.

Science, Technology and Innovation

America has long led the world in innovation. But this Adminigtration’s hodtility to science has
taken atall. At atime when technology helps shape our future, we devote asmadler and smdler
share of our nationa resources to research and devel opment.

It istime again to lead. Wetook a critica step with the America Competes Act and we will start
by implementing that Act —then we will do more. We will make science, technology,
engineering, and math education anationd priority. We will double federd funding for basic
research, invest in asirong and inspirationa vision for gpace exploration, and make the
Research and Development Tax Credit permanent. We will invest in the next generation of
transformative energy technologies and hedlth IT and we will renew the defense R& D system.
We will lift the current Adminigtration’s ban on using federd funding for embryonic stem cells—
cellsthat would have otherwise have been discarded and lost forever—for research that could
save lives. We will ensure that our patent laws protect legitimate rights while not stifling
innovation and creativity. We will end the Bush Adminidiration’s war on science, restore
scientific integrity, and return to evidence-based decision-making.

In sum, we will strengthen our system, treet science and technology as crucid investments, and
use these forces to ensure a future of economic
leaderdhi p, hedth wdl- beng and nationa mnty “I work in the maintenance department at General
Electric in Bloomington, Indiana. Our plant is closing
inayear and, we hear, going to Mexico. With one year

Invest in Manufacturing and Our left before | can retire, | could end up losing my

Manufacturing Communities pension. |’m two years away from my retirement, but
Wewill invest in American jobs and findly end the  |§ I'm not going to quite makeit. They tell mel can goto

o Seas ; another factory, but I’d start out at lower pay and at
tax breeks that Ship jobs over Wewill creste the bottom of the rung. | feel like’d be throwing

everything away I’ ve worked for over the last 24 years.

an Advanced Manufacturing Fund to provide for

our next generation of The closest factory isthree hours away. |’ve never
innovators and job creators; we will expand the really been interested in elections before. And
Manufacturing Extension Partnerships and create honestly, thefirst time | ever voted wasin the primary
. .. . of thisyear. But everything seems more important to
new job training programs for clean technologies. methisyear. |I've decided to get moreinvolved. It's

We will bring together government, private not the time to sit and watch the world go by. | know
industry, workers, and academiato turn around the | thisyear, with the economy, we've got to elect Senator

: Obama.” —David Landrum, Bloomington, Indiana
manufacturing sector of the U.S. economy and (Listening to America National Hearing)
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provide ass stance to automakers and parts companies to encourage retooling of facilitiesin this
country to produce advanced technology vehicles and their key components. We will support
efforts like the recently proposed Senate Appropriations measure that gives manufacturers
access to low-interest loans to help convert factories to build more fud-efficient vehides. And
we will invest in a clean energy economy to create up to five million new green-collar jobs.

Our manufacturing communities need immediate relief. And we will help sates and locdities
whose budgets are Srained in times of need. We will modernize and expand Trade Adjustment
Assgance. We will help workers build a safety net, with hedlth care, retirement security, and a
way to sStay out of crippling debt. We will partner with community colleges and other higher
education inditutions, so that we re training workers to meet the demands of loca industry,
induding environmentally-friendly technology.

Creating New Jobs by Rebuilding American Infrastructure

A century ago, Teddy Roosevet caled together leaders from business and government to
develop aplan for the next century’ sinfragtructure. It fdls to us to do the same. Right now, we
are pending less than at any time in recent history and far less than our international competitors
on this critical component of our nation’s strength. We will start a Nationd Infrastructure
Reinvestment Bank that can leverage private invesment in infrastructure improvements, and
create nearly two million new good jobs. We will undertake projects that maximize our safety
and security and ability to compete, which we will fund aswe bring the war in Irag to a
responsible close. We will modernize our power grid, which will help conservation and spur the
development and distribution of clean energy. We need anationd transportation policy,
induding high-speed rail and light rail. We can invest in our bridges, roads, and public
trangportation so that people have choicesin how they get to work. Wewill ensure every
American has access to highspeed broadband and we will take on specia interestsin order to
unleash the power of the wireless spectrum.

A Connected America

In the 21% century, our world is more intertwined than a any time in human history. This new
connectedness presents us with untold opportunities for innovation, but also new chalenges. We
will protect the Internet’ s traditiond openness and ensure that it remains adynamic platform for
free gpeech, innovation, and credtivity. We will implement anationd broadband srategy
(especidly inrura areas, and our reservations and territories) that enables every American
household, schoal, library, and hospita to connect to a world-class communications
infrastructure. We will rededicate our nation to ensuring that al Americans have accessto
broadband and the skillsto use it effectively. In an increasingly technology-rich, knowledge-
based economy, we understand that connectivity is akey part of the solution to many of our
most important chalenges: job creation, economic growth, energy, hedth care, and education.
Wewill establish a Chief Technology Officer for the nation, to ensure we use technology to
enhance the functioning, transparency, and expertise of government, including establishing a
nationa interoperable public safety communications network to help first responders a the
locdl, gate and nationd level communicate with one another during acriss.
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We will toughen pendlties, increase enforcement resources, and spur private sector cooperation
with law enforcement to identify and prosecute those who exploit the Internet to try to harm
children. We will encourage more educationd content on the Web and in our media. We will
give parents the tools and information they need to manage what their children see on televison
and the Internet — in ways fully consstent with the Firs Amendment. We will strengthen privacy
protectionsin the digita age and will harness the power of technology to hold government and
business accountable for violations of persond privacy. We will encourage diversity in the
ownership of broadcast media, promote the development of new media outlets for expresson
of diverse viewpoints, and clarify the public interest obligations of broadcasters who occupy the
nation’s goectrum.

Support Small Business and Entr epreneur ship

Encouraging new industry and cregting jobs means giving more support to American
entrepreneurs. We will exempt dl start-up companies from capita gains taxes and provide them
atax credit for health insurance. We will provide anew tax credit for smal businesses that offer

quality hedth insurance to their employees. We will help smdl businesses facing high energy
costs. We will work to remove bureaucratic barriers for small and start-up businesses—for
example, by making the patent process more efficient and reliable. Our Small Business
Adminidgration will recognize the importance of smal business to women, people of color,
tribes, and rurd Americaand will work to help nurture entrepreneurship. We will create a
nationd network of public- private business incubators and technica support.

Real Leadership for Rural America

Rurd Americais hometo 60 million Americans. The agriculturd sector is criticd to the rurd
economy and to all Americans. We depend on those in agriculture to produce the food, feed,
fiber, and fud that support our society. Thankfully, American farmers possess an unrivaled
capacity to produce an abundance of these high-quality products.

“1 am afarmer that grows corn, wheat, soybeans 100
percent, full time, no till to help protect the resources. |
work seven days aweek the year round to pay my hills.
We, the American farmer, have the ability, the
enthusiasm, the skills, the tools, and the fierce sense of
patriotism to win the war on foreign oil and still provide
the food and fiber in a safe manner for not only for this
country, but for the rest of the world. However, we are
threatened by a climate that brings us droughts one year
nationwide and then, this year, floods of historic biblical
proportion. Because of the high cost of farming, because
of therisk and the stress, no longer are the young people
of rural Americawanting to stay onthefarm.” —Ray
McCormick, Southwestern Indiana (Listening to America
National Hearing)

In return, we will provide astrong safety
net for family farms, a permanent disaster
relief program, expangion of agriculture
research, and an emphasis on agriculturd
trade. We will promote economic
development in rurd and tribd
communities by investing in renewable
energy, which will trandform the rurd
economy and create millions of new jobs,
by upgrading technologica and physica
infrastructure, by addressing the
chdlenges faced by public schoolsin rura
aress, including forest county schools,

supporting higher education opportunities and by attracting quality teachers, doctors and
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nurses through loan forgiveness programs and other incentive programs. All Americans, urban
and rurd, hold a shared interest in preserving and increasing the economic vitdity of family
farms. We will continue to develop and advance policies that promote sustainable and local
agriculture, including funding for soil and water conservation programs.

Economic Stewar dship

Since the time of our Founders, we have struggled to balance the same forces that confronted
Alexander Hamilton and Thomas Jefferson-sdf-interest and community; markets and
democracy; the concentration of wealth and power, and the necessity of trangparency and
opportunity for each and every American. Throughout our history, Americans have pursued
their dreams within a free market that has been the engine of Americas progress. It's a market
that has created a prosperity that is the envy of the world, and opportunity for generations of
Americans. A market that hes provided great rewards to the innovators and risk-takers who
have made America a beacon for science, technology, and discovery.

But the American experiment has worked in large part because we have guided the market’s
invisble hand with a higher principle. Our free market was never meant to be afreelicense to
take whatever you can get, however you can get it. That iswhy we have put in place rules of the
road to make competition fair, open, and honest. We have done this not to stifle—but rather to

advance — prosperity and liberty.

In thistime of economic transformation and crisis, we must be stewards of this economy more
than ever before. We will maintain fiscal respongbility, so that we do not mortgage our
children’ s future on amountain of debt. We can do this at the same time that we invest in our
future. We will restore fairness and respongbility to our tax code. We will bring baance back
to the housing markets, so that people do not have to lose their homes. And we will encourage
persond savings, so that our economy remains strong and Americans can live wel in thar
retirements.

Restoring Fairnessto Our Tax Code

We must reform our tax code. It's thousands of pages long, a monstrosity that high-priced
lobbyists have rigged with page after page of specid interest loopholes and tax shelters. We
will shut down the corporate loopholes and tax havens and use the money so that we can
provide an immediate middle-class tax cut that will offer relief to workers and their families.
WEe || diminate federal income taxes for millions of retirees, because al seniors desarveto live
out ther lives with dignity and respect. We will not increase taxes on any family earning under
$250,000 and we will offer additiond tax cuts for middle class families. For familiesmaking
more than $250,000, we' Il ask them to give back a portion of the Bush tax cutsto invest in
hedlth care and other key priorities. We will end the pendty within the current Socia Security
system for public service that exigsin severd states. We will expand the Earned Income Tax
Credit, and dramaticdly smplify tax filings so that millions of Americans can do their taxesin
less than five minutes.
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Housing

The housing criss has been devadtating for many Americans. Minorities have been hit
particularly hard—in 2006, more than 40 percent of the home loans made to Hispanic
borrowers were subprime, while more than haf of those made to African Americans were
subprime. We will ensure that the foreclosure prevention program enacted by Congressis
implemented quickly and effectively so that at-risk homeowners can get help and hopefully stay
in their homes. We will work to reform bankruptcy laws to restore balance between lender and
homeowner rights. Because we have an obligation to prevent this criss from recurring in the
future, we will crack down on fraudulent brokers and lenders and invest in financid literacy.

We will pass a Homebuyers Bill of Rights, which will include establishing new lending standards
to ensure that loans are affordable and fair, provide adequate remedies to make sure the
gtandards are met, and ensure that homeowners have accurate and complete information about
thelr mortgage options. We will support affordable rental housing, which is now more criticd
than ever. We will implement the newly created Affordable Housing Trust Fund to ensure thet it
can dart to support the development and preservation of affordable housing in mixed-income
neighborhoods throughout the country, restore cuts to public housing operating subsidies, and
fully fund the Community Development Block Grant program. We will work with locd
jurisdictions on the problem of vacant and abandoned housing in our communities. We will
work to end housing discrimination and to ensure equa housing opportunity. We will combeat
homel essness and target home essness among veteransin particular by expanding proven
programs and launching innovative preventive services.

Reforming Financial Regulation and Cor por ate Gover nance

We have failed to guard againgt practices that dl too often rewarded financid manipulation
ingtead of productivity and sound business practices. We have |et the specid interests put their
thumbs on the economic scaes. We do not believe that government should stand in the way of
innovation, or turn back the clock to an older era of regulation. But we do believe that
government has arole to play in advancing our common prosperity: by providing stable
macroeconomic and financia conditions for sustained growth; by demanding transparency; and
by ensuring fair competition in the marketplace. We will reform and modernize our regulatory
gructures and will work to promote a shift in the cultures of our financia ingtitutions and our
regulatory agencies. We will ensure shareholders have an advisory vote on executive
compensation, in order to spur increased transparency and public debate over pay packages.
To make our communities stronger and more livable, and to meet the challenges of increasing
globa competitiveness, Americawill lead innovation in corporate responsibility to create jobs
and leverage our private sector entrepreneuria leadership to help build a better world.

Consumer Protection

We will establish a Credit Card Bill of Rightsto protect consumers and a Credit Card Reting
System to improve disclosure. Americans need to pay what they owe, but they should pay
what'sfair. We ll reform our bankruptcy laws to give Americansin debt a second chance. If
people can demondtrate that they went bankrupt because of medical expenses, they will be able
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to relieve that debt and get back on their feet. We will ban executive bonuses for bankrupt
companies. Wewill crack down on predatory lenders and make it easier for low-income
familiesto buy homes. We will require dl non-home-based child care facilities to be lead- safe
within five years. We must guarantee that consumer products coming in from other countries are
truly safe, and will cal on the Federd Trade Commission to ensure vulnerable consumer
populations, such as seniors, are addressed.

Savings

The persond saving rateis a itslowest since the Greet Depression. Currently, 75 million
working Americans—roughly haf the workforce—lack employer-based retirement plans.
That’swhy we will create automatic workplace pensions. People can add to their pension, or
can opt out a any time; the savings account will be easly transferred between jobs, and people
can control it themsdvesif they become sdlf-employed. We will ensure savings incentives are
fair to dl workers by matching half of the initid $1000 of savings for families that need help; and
employerswill have an easy opportunity to match employee savings. We bdieve this program
will increase the saving participation rate for lon- and middie-income workers from its current
15 percent to 80 percent. We support good pensions, and will adopt measures to preserve and
protect existing public and private penson plans. We will require that employees who have
company pensions receive annua disclosures about their pension fund' s investments. Thiswill
put a secure retirement within reach for millions of working families

Smart, Strong, and Fair Trade Palicies

We believe that trade should strengthen the American economy and creste more American

jobs, while dso laying afoundation for democratic, equitable, and sustainable growth around the
world. Trade has been a cornerstone of our growth and globa development, but we will not be
ableto sugtain this growth if it favors the few rather than the many. We must build on the wedlth
that open markets have created, and share its benefits more equitably.

Trade policy must be an integra part of an overdl nationa economic strategy that ddliverson
the promise of good jobs at home and shared prosperity aoroad. We will enforce trade laws
and safeguard our workers, businesses, and farmers from unfair trade practices-induding
currency manipulation, lax consumer standards, illegal subsdies, and violations of workers
rights and environmenta standards. We must also show leadership at the World Trade
Organization to improve transparency and accountability, and to ensure it acts effectively to stop
countries from continuing unfair government subsidies to foreign exporters and non-tariff barriers
on U.S. exports.

We need tougher negotiators on our Sde of the table—to strike bargains that are good not just
for Wall Street, but dso for Main Street. We will negotiate bilatera trade agreements that open
marketsto U.S. exports and include enforcesble internationa labor and environmental
gandards, we pledge to enforce those standards consstently and fairly. We will not negotiate
bilaterd trade agreements that stop the government from protecting the environment, food
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sdfety, or the hedth of its citizens, give greater rights to foreign investors than to U.S. investors,
require the privatization of our vital public services, or prevent developing country governments
from adopting humanitarian licensing policies to improve access to life-saving medications. We
will stand firm againg hilatera agreements that fail to live up to these important benchmarks, and
will drive to achieve them in the multilatera framework. We will work with Caneda and
Mexico to amend the North American Free Trade Agreement o that it works better for dl
three North American countries. We will work together with other countriesto achieve a
successful completion of the Doha Round Agreement that would increase U.S. exports, support
good jobsin America, protect worker rights and the environment, benefit our businesses and
our farms, strengthen the rules-based multilatera system, and advance development of the
world’ s poorest countries.

Jugt as important, we will invest in aworld-class infrastructure, skilled workforce, and cutting-
edge technology so that we can compete successfully on high-vaue-added products, not
sweatshop wages and conditions. We will end tax breaks for companies that ship American
jobs overseas, and provide incentives for companies that keep and maintain good jobs herein
the United States. We will dso provide access to affordable hedth insurance and enhance
retirement security, and we will update and expand Trade Adjustment Assistance to help
workersin industries vulnerable to international competition, as well as service sector and public
sector workers impacted by trade, and we will improve TAA'’s hedth care benefits. The United
States should renew its own commitment to respect for workers' fundamental human rights, and
at the same time gtrengthen the ILO’ s ability to promote workers' rights abroad through
technical assstance and capacity building.

Fiscal Responsibility

Our agendais ambitious—particularly in light of the current Adminigtration’s policies that have
run up the nationa debt to over $4 trillion. Just as America cannot afford to continue to run up
huge deficits, so too can we not afford to short-change investments. The key isto make

the tough choices, in particular enforcing pay-as-you-go budgeting rules. We will honor

these rules by our plan to end the Iraq war responsibly, diminate waste in existing government
programs, generate revenue by charging polluters for the greenhouse gases they are releasing,
and put an end to the reckless, specid interest driven corporate loopholes and tax cuts for the
weslthy that have been the centerpiece of the Bush Administration’s economic policy. We will
not raise taxes on people making less than $250,000, and we will diminate federa income taxes
for seniors making less than $50,000. We recognize that Socid Security isnot in crissand we
should do everything we can to strengthen this vital program, including asking those making over
$250,000 to pay abit more. The red long-run fiscd chdlengeis rooted in the risng spending on
hedlth care, but we cannot address thisin away that puts our most vulnerable familiesin
jeopardy. Instead, we must strengthen our public programs by bringing down the cost of hedlth
care and reducing waste while making srategic investments that emphasize qudity, efficiency,
and prevention. In the name of our children, we reject the proposas of those who want to
continue George Bush' s disastrous economic palicies.
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[1. Renewing American L eader ship

At moments of greet peril in the last century, American leaders such as Franklin Roosevdlt,
Harry Truman, and John F. Kennedy managed both to protect the American people and to
expand opportunity for the next generation. They ensured that America, by deed and example,
led and lifted the world—that we stood for and fought for the freedoms sought by billions of
people beyond our borders. They used our strengths to show people everywhere America at
its best. Just as John Kennedy said that after Hoover we needed Franklin Roosevelt, so too
after our experience of the last eight years we need Barack Obama.

Today, we are again cdled to provide visonary leadership. This century’ sthreats are a least as
dangerous as, and in some ways more complex than, those we have confronted in the padt.
They come from wegpons that can kill on amass scde and from violent extremists who exploit
dienation and perceived injustice to Soread terror. They come from rogue sates dlied to
terrorists and from rising powers that could chalenge both America and the internationa
foundation of libera democracy. They come from week states that cannot control their territory
or provide for their people. They come from an addiction to ail that heps fund the extremism
we must fight and empowers repressive regimes. And they come from awarming planet that
will spur new diseases, spawn more devastating naturd disasters, and catayze deadly conflicts.

Wewill confront these threats head on while working with our alies and restoring our standing
in the world. We will pursue atough, smart, and principled national security strategy. Itisa
strategy that recognizes that we have interests not just in Baghdad, but in Kandahar and
Karachi, in Beijing, Berlin, Braslliaand Bamako. It isadraegy that contends with the many
disparate forces shgping this century, including: the fundamentaist challenge to freedom; the
emergence of new powers like China, India, Russia, and a united Europe; the spread of lethdl
wegpons, uncertain supplies of energy, food, and water; the persstence of poverty and the
growing gap between rich and poor; and extraordinary new technologies that send people,
ideas, and money across the globe at ever faster speeds.

Barack Obamawill focusthis strategy on seven gods (i) ending the war in Irag responsibly; (i)
defeating Al Qaeda and combeting violent extremism; (iii) securing nuclear wegpons and
materias from terrorigts; (iv) revitdizing and supporting our military; (v) renewing our
partnerships to promote our common security; (vi) advancing democracy and devel opment; and
(vii) protecting our planet by achieving energy security and combating climate change.

Ending the War in Irag

To renew American leadership in the world, we must first bring the Iraqg war to aresponsible
end. Our men and women in uniform have performed admirably while sacrificing immeasurably.
Our civilian leaders have falled them. Irag was a diverson from the fight againg the terrorists
who struck us on 9-11, and incompetent prosecution of the war by civilian leaders compounded
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the strategic blunder of choosing to wage it in the first place.

We will re-center American foreign policy by responsibly redeploying our combat forces from
Irag and refocusing them on urgent missions. We will give our military anew misson: ending
thiswar and giving Irag back to its people. We will be as careful getting out of Iraq as we were
careless getting in. We can safely remove our combat brigades at the pace of one to two per
month and expect to complete redeployment within sixteen months. After this redeployment, we
will keep aresidua force in Irag to perform specific missons: targeting terrorists; protecting our
embassy and civil personnd; and advising and supporting Irag’s Security Forces, provided the
Iragis make political progress.

At the same time, we will provide generous assstance to Iraqi refugees and internaly displaced
persons. We will launch acomprehensive regiond and internationa diplomeatic surge to help
broker alasting political settlement in Irag, which isthe only path to asustainable peace. We
will make clear that we seek no permanent basesin Irag. We will encourage Irag's
government to devoteits oil revenues and budget surplus to reconstruction and devel opment.
Thisisthe future the American people want. Thisisthe future that Iragis want. Thisiswhat our
common interests demand.

Defeating Al Qaeda and Combating Terrorism

The central front in the war on terror is not Irag, and it never was. We will defeat Al Qaedain
Afghanistan and Pakistan, where those who actudly attacked us on 9-11 reside and are
resurgent.

Win in Afghanistan

Our troops are performing heroicdly in Afghanistan, but as countless military commanders and
the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff acknowledge, we lack the resources to finish the job
because of our commitment to Irag. We will finaly make the fight against Al Qaeda and the
Tdiban the top priority that it should be.

Wewill send at least two additional combat brigades to Afghanistan, and use this commitment
to seek greater contributions—with fewer regtrictions—from our NATO dlies. We will focuson
building up our specid forces and intelligence capacity, training, equipping and advisng Afghan
security forces, building Afghan governmenta capacity, and promoting the rule of law. We will
bolster our State Department’ s Provincid Reconstruction Teams and our other government
agencies helping the Afghan people. We will help Afghans educate their children, including their
girls, provide basic human servicesto their population, and grow their economy from the bottom
up, with an additiona $1 billion in nort military assistance each year—induding invesmentsin
dternative livelihoods to poppy-growing for Afghan farmersHust as we crack down on
trafficking and corruption. Afghanistan must not be lost to afuture of narco-terrorism—or
become again a haven for terrorigts.

Seek a New Partnership with Pakistan
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The greatest threet to the security of the Afghan people—and the American people-liesin the
tribal regions of Pekistan, where terrorigs train, plot atacks, and strike into Afghanistan and
move back across the border. We cannot tolerate a sanctuary for Al Qaeda. We need a
stronger and sustained partnership between Afghanistan, Pakistan, and NATO—-induding
necessary assets like satellites and predator drones—to better secure the border, to take out
terrorist camps, and to crack down on cross-border insurgents. We must help Pakistan develop
its own counter-terrorism and counter-insurgency capacity. We will invest in the long-term
development of the Pashtun border region, so that the extremists program of hate is met with
an agenda of hope.

Wewill ask more of the Pakistani government, rather than offer ablank check to an
undemocratic President. We will significantly increase nortmilitary aid to the Pakistani people
and sudtain it for a decade, while ensuring that the military assistance we provideis actudly used
to fight extremists. We must move beyond an dliance built on individua leaders, or we will face
mounting opposition in a nuclear-armed nation a the nexus of terror, extremism, and the
ingability wrought by autocracy.

Combat Terrorism

Beyond Afghanistan and Pakistan, we must forge a more effective globa response to terrorism.
There must be no safe haven for those who plot to kill Americans. We need a comprehensive
dtrategy to defeat globd terrorists—one that draws on the full range of American power,
including but not limited to our military might. We will create a properly resourced Shared
Security Partnership to enhance counter-terrorism cooperation with countries around the world,
including through information sharing as well as funding for training, operations, border security,
anti-corruption programs, technology, and targeting terrorist financing.

We will pursue policies to undermine extremism, recognizing thet this contest is also between
two competing ideas and visons of the future. A crucia debate is occurring within Idam. The
vagt mgority of Mudims believe in afuture of peace, tolerance, development, and
democratization. A smdl minority embrace arigid and violent intolerance of persond liberty and
the world at large. To empower forces of moderation, America must live up to our vaues,
respect civil liberties, rgject torture, and lead by example. We will make every effort to export
hope and opportunity—access to education, that opens minds to tolerance, not extremism,
secure food and water supplies; and hedlth care, trade, capitd, and investment. We will
provide steady support for palitica reformers, democratic indtitutions, and civil society that is
necessary to uphold human rights and build respect for the rule of law.

Securethe Homeland

Here a home, we will strengthen our security and protect the critical infrastructure on which the
entire world depends. We will fully fund and implement the recommendations of the bipartisan
9-11 Commisson. We will spend homeand security dollars on the basis of risk. This means
investing more resources to defend mass trangt, closing the gaps in our aviation security by
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screening dl cargo on passenger airliners and checking dl passengers againgt areliable and
comprehengve watch list, and upgrading plant security and port security by ensuring that cargo
is screened for radiation. To ensure that resources are targeted, we will establish a Quadrennia
Review at the Department of Homeland Security to undertake atop to bottom assessment of
the threats we face and our ability to confront them. And we will develop a comprehensive
Nationd Infrastructure Protection Plan that draws on both local know-how and nationa
priorities. We will ensure direct coordination with state, loca, and triba jurisdictions so that first
responders are alway's resourced and prepared.

Pursue Intelligence Reform

To succeed, our homeand security and counter-terrorism actions must be linked to an
intelligence community thet dedls effectively with the threets we face. Today, we rely largely on
the same indtitutions and practices that were in place before 9-11. Barack Obamawill
depaliticize intelligence by gppointing a Director of Nationd Intelligence with afixed term,
create a bipartisan Consultative Group of congressiona leaders on national security, and
edtablish aNationa Declassfication Center to ensure openness. To keep pace with highly
adaptable enemies, we need technologies and practices that enable usto efficiently collect and
share information within and across our intelligence agencies. We mugt invest till more in human
intelligence and deploy additiona trained operatives with specidized knowledge of loca cultures
and languages. And we will indtitutiondize the practice of developing competitive assessments of
critica threats and strengthen our methodologies of anayss.

Preventing the Spread and Use of Weapons of M ass Destruction

Wewill urgently seek to reduce dramaticaly the risks from three potentiadly catastrophic threets:
nuclear weapons, biologicd attacks, and cyber warfare. In an age of terrorism, these dangers
take on new dimensions. Nuclear, biological, and cyber atacks al pose the potentid for large-
scae damage and destruction to our people, to our economy and to our way of life. The
capacity to inflict such damage is spreading not only to other countries, but dso potentialy to
terrorist groups.

A World Without Nuclear Weapons

Americawill seek aworld with no nuclear weapons and take concrete actions to movein this
direction. We face the growing threat of terrorists acquiring nuclear wegpons or the

materias to make them, as more countries seek nuclear weapons and nuclear

meaterids remain unsecured in too many places. As George Shultz, Bill Perry, Henry Kissnger,
and Sam Nunn have warned, current measures are not adequate to address these dangers. We
will maintain astrong and reliable deterrent as long as nuclear wegpons exist, but Americawill
be safer in aworld that is reducing reliance on nuclear weapons and ultimately diminates al of
them. We will make the god of eiminating nuclear wegpons worldwide a centrd ement of
U.S. nuclear wegpons palicy.

Secure Nuclear Weapons and the Materialsto Make Them
We will work with other nations to secure, eliminate, and stop the spread of nuclear wegpons
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and materids to dramaticaly reduce the dangers to our nation and theworld. There are nuclear
wegpons materiasin 40 countries, and we will lead agloba effort to work with other countries
to secure dl nuclear wegpons materid at vulnerable steswithin four years. We will work with
nations to increase security for nuclear weapons. We will convene a summit in 2009 (and
regularly theresfter) of leaders of Permanent Members of the U.N. Security Council and other
key countries to agree on implementing many of these measures on agloba bass.

End the Production of Fissle Material

Wewill negotiate a verifigble globa ban on the production of fissle materid for nuclear
weapons. We will work to prevent the spread of nuclear weapons technology so that countries
cannat build—or come to the brink of building—a weapons program under the guise of
developing peaceful nuclear power. We will seek to double the International Atomic Energy
Agency’ s budget, support the creation of an |AEA-controlled nuclear fud bank to guarantee
fud supply to countries that do not build enrichment facilities, and work to strengthen the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Tregty.

End Cold War Nuclear Postures

To enhance our security and help meet our commitments under the Non Proliferation Tregty,
we will seek deep, verifiable reductionsin United States and Russian nuclear wegpons and
work with other nuclear powers to reduce globa stockpiles dramaticaly. We will work with
Russa to take as many wegpons as possible off Cold War, quick-launch status, and extend key
provisons of the START Treety, including its essentid monitoring and verification requirements.
Wewill not develop new nuclear weapons, and will work to create a bipartisan consensus to
support ratification of the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty, which will strengthen the
NPT and ad international monitoring of nuclear activities.

Prevent Iran from Acquiring Nuclear Weapons

The world must prevent Iran from acquiring nuclear wegpons. That starts with tougher
sanctions and aggressive, principled, and direct high-leve diplomacy, without preconditions.
Wewill pursue this strengthened diplomacy aongside our European dlies, and with no illusons
about the Iranian regime. We will present Iran with aclear choice: if you abandon your nuclear
wegpons program, support for terror, and threets to Israel, you will receive meaningful
incentives, S0 long as you refuse, the United States and the internationa community will further
ratchet up the pressure, with stronger unilateral sanctions; stronger mulltilateral sanctionsinside
and outsde the U.N. Security Council, and sustained action to isolate the Iranian regime. The
Iranian people and the international community must know that it is Iran, not the United States,
choosing isolation over cooperation. By going the extra diplomatic mile, while kegping dl
options on the table, we make it more likely the rest of the world will stand with usto increase
pressure on Iran, if diplomacy isfailing.

De-Nuclearize North Korea

We support the belated diplomatic effort to secure a verifiable end to North Korea' s nuclear
wegpons program and to fully account for and secure any fissle materid or wegpons North
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Korea has produced to date. We will continue direct diplomacy and are committed to working
with our partners through the six- party talks to ensure that dl agreements are fully implemented
in the effort to achieve a verifiably nuclear-free Korean peninsula

Biological and Chemical Weapons

Wewill grengthen U.S. intelligence collection oversess to identify and interdict would-be
bioterrorists before they strike. We will dso build greater capacity to mitigate the consequences
of bio-terror attacks, ensuring that the federd government does dl it can to get citizens the
information and resources they need to help protect themselves and their families. We will
accelerate the development of new medicines, vaccines, and production capabilities, and lead
an internationd effort to detect and diminish the impact of mgor infectious disease epidemics.
And we will fully fund our contribution to the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemica
Weapons and work to ensure that remaining stockpiles of chemica wegpons are destroyed
swiftly, safely, and securely.

Stronger Cyber-Security

We will work with private industry, the research community and our citizens, to build a
trustworthy and accountable cyber-infrastructure that is resilient, protects America s competitive
advantage, and advances our national and homeland security.

Revitalizing and Supporting the Military, Keeping Faith With Veterans
To renew American leadership in the world, we mugt revitaize our military. A strong military is,
more than anything, necessary to sustain peace.

Ending the war in Irag will be the beginning, but not the end, of addressing our defense
chdlenges. We will use this moment both to rebuild our military and to prepare it for the
missions of the future. We must retain the capacity to swiftly defeat any conventiond threet to
our country and our vital interests. But we must aso become better prepared to take on foes
that fight asymmetrical and highly adaptive campaigns on aglobd scde.

We will not hegitate to use force to protect the American people or our vitd interests whenever
we are attacked or imminently threstened. But we will use our armed forces wisdy, with others
when we can, unilateraly when we must. When we send our men and women into harm’s way,
we must clearly define the mission, listen to the advice of our military commanders, objectively
evauate intelligence, and ensure that our troops have the strategy, resources, and support they
need to prevail.

We believe we must dso be willing to consider usng military force in circumstances beyond
sdf-defense in order to provide for the common security that underpins globa stability—to
support friends, participate in stability and reconstruction operations, or confront mass
atrocities. But when we do use force in Stuations other than self-defense, we should make every
effort to garner the clear support and participation of others. The consequences of forgetting
that lesson in the context of the current conflict in Irag have been grave.
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Expand the Armed For ces

We support plansto increase the size of the Army by 65,000 troops and the Marines by
27,000 troops. Increasing our end strength will help units retrain and re-equip properly between
deployments and decrease the strain on military families

Recruit and Retain

A nation of 300 million people should not struggle to find additiona quaified personnd to serve.
Recruitment and retention problems have been swept under the rug, including by applying
incongstent sandards and using the “ Stop Loss” program to keep our servicemen and women
in the force after their enligment has expired. We will reach out to youth, aswell asto the
parents, teachers, coaches, and community and religious leaders who influence them, and make
it an imperdtive to restore the ethic of public service, whether it be serving their local
communities in such roles as teachers or first responders, or serving in the military and reserve
forces or diplomatic corps that keep our nation free and safe.

Rebuild the Military for 21%-Century Tasks

Wewill rebuild our armed forces to meet the full spectrum needs of the new century. We will
strongly support effortsto: build up our specid operdations forces, civil affairs, information
operations, engineers, foreign area officers, and other units and capabilities that remainin
chronic short supply; invest in foreign language training, cultural awareness, human intelligence,
and other needed counter-insurgency and stabilization skill sets; and create a specidized military
advisor corps, which will enable us to better build up locd dlies capacities to take on mutud
threats. We dso will ensure that military personnd have sufficient training time before they are
sent into battle. Thisis not the case a the moment, when American forces are being rushed to
Iragq and Afghanistan, often with lessindividua and unit training than is required.

Develop Civilian Capacity to Promote Global Stability and Improve Emergency
Response

Wewill build the capacity of U.S. civilian agencies to deploy personnd and area experts where
they are needed, s0 that we no longer have to ask our men and women in uniform to perform
non-military functions. The creetion of a volunteer Civilian Assistance Corps of skilled experts
(e.g., doctors, lawyers, engineers, city planners, agriculture specidids, police) who are pre-
trained and willing to aid in emergencies will involve more Americansin public service and
provide our nation with apool of taent to assst Americain times of need at home and abroad.

Do Right by Our Veteransand Their Families

We believe that every servicemember is a hero who deserves our respect and gratitude, not just
on Veterans Day or Memorid Day, but every day. When they put on their uniforms, these
servicemembers al become dl of our daughters and dl of our sons, and it istime we Sarted
treating them as such. Asthe shameful events at Walter Reed hospita and the recent reports on
growing numbers of homeless and unemployed veterans show, this Adminigration that has
asked so much of them has not repaid their sacrifice.
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. . " “ Americans are frustrated with our
Wewill build a21™ century Department of Veterans continued involvement in the War and

Affarsthat reflectsthe redlity of Americalsdl volunteer | Middle East involvement. We feel too

military and has the resources, without returning ev much money has been spent onawar
ay =S ngevey that is not needed. Many young lives

have been lost, and too many of our

year to
flght the same battles, to UphOld America s sacred trust brave heroes are coming home

with our veterans. We will make sure that members of wounded, both physically and

our Armed Forces have afair shot a the American psit ‘:‘;'Sgi Cf: i'y' ; ?c‘)’:;eraﬂgglsptzlr .
Dream by implementing the new Gl Bill. Wewill ensure [0 e

that every veteran has accessto qudity hedth care for participant, Tell City, IN

injuries both physica and mentd, and we will require
that health professionals screen dl servicemembers upon
their return from combat. We will aggressvely address Post- Traumatic Stress Disorder and
Traumatic Brain Injury. We will work to ensure that every veteran receives the benefits he or
she has earned and the ass stance he or she needs by making the disability benefits process
more fair, efficient, and equitable. We will dramatically reduce the backlog of disability clams.
We will combat homelessness, unemployment, and underemployment among veterans and
improve the trangtion for servicemen between the Departments of Defense and Veterans
Affars. Wewill continue to honor our promisesto dl veterans, including the Filipino veterans,
especidly with regards to citizenship and family reunification.

Lift Burdenson Our Troopsand Ther Families

We must better support those families of whom we are asking so much. We will creste a
Military Families Advisory Board to help identify and develop practicd policiesto easethe
burden on spouses and families.

We will protect our military families from losing their homes to foreclosure. We will work for
pay parity so that compensation for military serviceismorein line with thet of the private sector.
We will end the stop-1oss and reserve recdl policies that alow an individua to be forced to
remain on active duty well after hisor her enlissment has expired, and we will establish regularity
in deployments o that active duty and reserve troops know what they must expect and their
families can planfor it.

Support the Readiness of the Guard and Reserve

Democrats will provide the Nationd Guard with the equipment it needs for foreign and domestic
emergencies and provide time and support to restore and refit between deployments. We will
aso ensure that reservists and Guard members are treated fairly when it comes to employment,
hedlth, education benefits, deployment, and reintegration. We will do this by adequatdly funding
reintegration programs to assist returning service members and by enforcing the Service
Members Civil Relief Act and the Uniformed Service Employment Rights and Readjustment
Act, lawstoo often observed in the breach today. To ensure that the concerns of our citizen
soldiers reach the level they mandate, Democrats will eevate the Chief of the National Guard to
be a member of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.
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Allow All Americansto Serve

Wewill dso put nationa security above divisve palitics. More than 12,500 service men and
women have been discharged on the basis of sexud orientation since the “Don’t Ask, Don’t
Tdl” policy wasimplemented, & acost of over $360 million. Many of those forced out had
gpecid skillsin high demand, such as trandators, engineers, and pilots. At atime when the
military is having atough time recruiting and retaining troops, it iswrong to deny our country the
service of brave, qudified people. We support the repeal of “Don’'t Ask Don’t Tell” and the
implementation of policiesto dlow qudified men and women to serve openly regardless of
sexud orientation

Reform Contracting Practices and M ake Contractors Accountable

We bdieve taxpayer dollars should be spent to invest in our fighting men and women, not to
fatten the pockets of private companies. We will ingtruct the Defense and State Departments to
develop adtrategy for determining when contracting makes sense, and when certain functions
are “inherently governmenta” and should not be contracted out. We will establish the lega
status of contractor personnel, making possible prosecution of any abuses committed by private
military contractors, and create a system of improved oversight and management, so that
government can restore honesty, openness, and efficiency to contracting and procurement.

Working for Our Common Security

To renew American leadership in the world, we will rebuild the dliances, partnerships, and
ingtitutions necessary to confront common thrests and enhance common security. Needed
reform of these dliances and indtitutions will not come by bullying other countries to ratify
American demands. It will come when we convince other governments and peoples that they
too have a sake in effective partnerships. It isonly leadership if othersjoin Americain working
toward our common security.

Too often, in recent years, we have sent the opposite sgnd to

“We believe in and demand a

our internationa partners. In the case of Europe, we new era of civility and support
dismissed European reservations about the wisdom and in international affairsto
necessity of the Iragq war and their concerns about climate promote decent living

change. In Asia, we belittled South Korean efforts to gﬁgﬂ';'nor:;irgﬁ;gim
improve rdaions with the North. In Latin America, from human rights.” -Listening to
Mexico to Argentina, we failed to address concerns about America participant, Poison, MT

immigration and equity and economic growth. In Africa, we
have dlowed genocide to perast

for over five yearsin Darfur and have not done nearly enough to answer the United Nation's
cal for more support to stop the killing. Under Barack Obama, we will rebuild our ties to our
dliesin Europe and Asiaand strengthen our partnerships throughout the Americas and Africa.

Support Africa’s Democr atic Development
U.S. engagement with Africa should reflect its vital sgnificanceto the U.S. aswdl asits
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emerging rolein the globa economy. We recognize Africa s promise as a trade and investment
partner and the importance of policies that can contribute to sustainable economic growth, job
creation, and poverty dleviation. We are committed to bringing the full weight of American
leadership to bear in unlocking the spirit of entrepreneurship and economic independence thet is
sweeping across markets of Africa

We bdlieve that sustainable economic growth and development will mitigate and even help to
reverse such chronic and debilitating challenges as poverty, hunger, conflict, and HIV/AIDS.
We are committed to bringing the full weight of American leadership to bear to work in
partnership with Africato confront these crises. We will work with the United Nations and
Africa sregiond organizations to prevent and resolve conflict and to build the capacity of
Africa sweek and failing dates. We must respond effectively when there is a humanitarian
crigs—particularly at this moment in Sudan where genocide peragtsin Darfur and the
Comprehensive Peace Agreement is threatened.

Many African countries have embraced democratization and economic liberdization. Wewill
help strengthen Africa's democratic development and respect for human rights, while
encouraging politica and economic reforms that result in improved trangparency and
accountability. Wewill defend democracy and stand up for rule of law when it is under assaullt,
such asin Zimbabwe.

Recommit to an Alliance of the Americas

We recognize that the security and prosperity of the United States is fundamentally tied to the
future of the Americas. We bdieve that in the 21% century, the U.S. must treat Latin America
and the Caribbean as full partners, just as our neighbors to the south should rgject the bombast
of authoritarian bullies. Our reationship with Canada, our long-time adly, should be strengthened
and enhanced. An dliance of the Americas will only succeed if it is founded on the bedrock of
mutual respect and works to advance democracy, opportunity, and security from the bottom-
up. We must turn the page on the arrogance in Washington and the anti- Americanism across the
region that stands in the way of progress. We must work with close partners like Mexico,
Brazil, and Colombia on issues like ending the drug trade, fighting poverty and inequdity, and
immigration. We must work with the Caribbean community to help restore sability and the rule
of law to Haiti, to improve the lives of its people, and to strengthen its democracy. And we must
build ties to the people of Cuba and help advance their liberty by dlowing unlimited family vists
and remittances to the idand, while presenting the Cuban regime with adear choice: if it takes
sgnificant steps toward democracy, beginning with the unconditiond release of dl politica
prisoners, we will be prepared to take steps to begin normdizing relations.

Lead in Asa

We are committed to U.S. engagement in Asa This begins with maintaining strong relationships
with dlieslike Japan, Audrdia, South Korea, Thailand, and the Philippines, and degpening our
tiesto vita democratic partners, like India, in order to create a stable and prosperous Asa. We
must aso forge amore effective framework in Asathat goes
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beyond bilateral agreements, occasionad summits, and ad hoc diplomatic arrangements.
We need an open and inclusive infrastructure with the countriesin
“Weneedtobea‘super N Agathat can promote stability, prosperity, and human rights, and

Smart power' nota super § peyy confront transnational thrests, from terrorist cdlsin the
power.” That meanswe

need to be aworld leader: | Philippinesto avian fluin Indonesia We will encourage Chinato

not aworld bully.” - play arespongble role as agrowing power—to help leed in

Listening to America addressing the common

participant, Lebanon, PA_§ o ems of the 21 century. We are commiitted to a"One Chind’
policy and the Taiwan Relaions Act, and will continue to support a peaceful resolution of cross-
Straitsissues that is congstent with the wishes and best interests of the people of Tawan. It's
time to engage China on common interests like climate change, trade, and energy, even aswe
continue to encourage its shift to a more open society and a market-based economy, and
promote greater respect for human rights, including freedom of speech, press, assembly,
religion, uncensored use of the internet, and Chinese workers' right to freedom of association,
aswell asthe rights of Tibetans.

Strengthen Transatlantic Relations

Europe remains America s indispensable partner. We support the historic project to build a
strong European Union that can be an even stronger partner for the United States. NATO has
made tremendous grides over the ladt fifteen years, transforming itsdf from a Cold War security
dructure into a partnership for peace. But today, NATO's chdlenge in Afghanistan has
exposed a gap between its missons and its capabilities. To close this ggp, we will invest more
in NATO' s misson in Afghanistan and use that investment to leverage our NATO dliesto
contribute more resources to collective security operations and to invest more in recongtruction
and gtabilization capatiilities. Aswe promote democracy and accountability in Russa, we must
work with the country in areas of common interest—above dl, in making sure that nuclear
weapons and materias are secure. We will ingst that Russa abide by internationd law and
respect the sovereignty and territoria integrity of its neighbors. We are committed to active
Presdentid |leadership in the full implementation of the Irish Good Friday Agreement and S.
Andrews Accords. We will seek to strengthen and broaden our Strategic partnership with
Turkey, end the divison of Cyprus, and continue to support aclose U.S. relationship with states
that seek to strengthen their tiesto NATO and the West, such as Georgia and Ukraine.

Stand with Allies and Pursue Diplomacy in the Middle East

For more than three decades, sradlis, Palestinians, Arab |leaders, and the rest of the world have
looked to Americato lead the effort to build the road to a secure and lasting peace. Our
garting point must ways be our specia relationship with Isradl, grounded in shared interests
and shared vaues, and a dear, strong, fundamental commitment to the security of Isragl, our
strongest dly in the region and its only established democracy. That commitment, which requires
usto ensure that |srael retains a quditative edge for its nationd security and its right to sdlf-
defense, is dl the more important as we contend with growing threets in the region-a
strengthened Iran, a chaotic Iraqg, the resurgence of Al Qaeda, the reinvigoration of Hamas and
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Hezbollah. We support the implementation of the memorandum of understanding that pledges
$30 hillion in assigtance to Israel over the next decade to enhance and ensure its security.

Itisin the best interests of al parties, including the United States, that we take an active role to
help secure alagting settlement of the Isragli- Pdestinian conflict with ademocratic, viable
Pdedtinian state dedicated to living in peace and security sde by side with the Jewish State of
|sradl. To do s0, we must help Isradl identify and strengthen those partners who are truly
committed to peace, while isolating those who seek conflict and ingtability, and stand with Israel
agang those who seek its destruction. The United States and its Quartet partners should
continue to isolate Hamas until it renounces terrorism, recognizes |sragl’ s right to exist, and
abides by past agreements. Sustained American leadership for peace and security will require
patient efforts and the personal commitment of the President of the United States. The creation
of aPdedinian gate through find status negotiations, together with an internationa
compensation mechanism, should resolve the issue of Paedtinian refugees by dlowing them to
sHtle there, rather thanin Isradl. All understand that it is unredistic to expect the outcome of
final tatus negotiations to be afull and complete return to the armistice lines of 1949. Jerusdem
isand will remain the capitd of Israel. The parties have agreed that Jerusdem is a matter for
fina status negotiations. It should remain an undivided city accessible to people of dl faiths.

Deepen Tieswith Emerging Powers

We dso will pursue effective collaboration on pressing globa issues among dl the mgor
powers-including such newly emerging ones as China, India, Russia, Brazil, Nigeria, and South
Africa. With India, we will build on the close partnership developed over the past decade. As
two of the world' s great, multi-ethnic democracies, the U.S. and Indiaare natura strategic
dlies, and we must work together to advance our common interests and to combat the common
threats of the 21¥ century. We bdieveit isin the United States interest that all of these
emerging powers and others assume a greater stake in promoting internationa peace and
respect for human rights, including through their more congructive participation in key globa
inditutions.

Revitalize Global Ingtitutions

To enhance globa cooperation on issues from wegpons proliferation to climate change, we
need stronger internationd ingtitutions. We believe that the United Nations isindispensable but
requires far-reaching reform. The U.N. Secretariat’ s management practices remain inadequate.
Peacekeeping operations are overextended. The new U.N. Human Rights Council remains
biased and ineffective. Y et none of these problems will be solved unless America rededicates
itsdlf to the organization and itsmisson. We support reforming key globd inditutions—such as
the U.N. Security Council and the G-8—so they will be more reflective of 21% century
redities.

Advancing Democracy, Development, and Respect for Human Rights
No country in the world has benefited more from the worldwide expansion of democracy than
the United States. Democracies are our best trading partners, our most valuable dlies, and the
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nations with which we share our deepest values. The United States must join with our
democratic partners around the world to meet common security challenges and uphold our
shared vaues whenever they are threatened by autocratic practices, coups, human rights
abuses, or genocide.

Build Democratic I ngtitutions

The Democratic Party reaffirmsits longstanding commitment to support democrtic ingitutions
and practices worldwide. A more democratic world isamore peaceful and prosperous
place. Y et democracy cannot be imposed by force from the outside; it must be nurtured with
moderates on the ingde by building democratic inditutions.

The United States must be a relentless advocate for democracy and put forward avision of
democracy that goes beyond the ballot box. We will increase our support for strong
legidatures, independent judiciaries, free press, vibrant civil society, honest police forces,
religious freedom, equdity for women and minorities, and the rule of law. In new democracies,
we will support the development of civil society and representative ingtitutions that can protect
fundamenta human rights and improve the quality of life for dl ctizens, including independent
and democratic unions. In non-democratic countries, we pledge to work with internationa
partnersto assst the efforts of those struggling to promote peaceful politica reforms. Ongoing
funding to the National Endowment for Democracy and other U.S. government-funded
democracy programs reflects American values and serves our interests.

Invest in Our Common Humanity

To renew American leadership in the world, we will strengthen our common security by
investing in our common humanity. In countries wracked by poverty and conflict, citizenslong to
enjoy freedom from want. Because extremely poor societies and weak states provide optimal
breeding grounds for terrorism, disease, and conflict, the United States has a direct nationa
security interest in dramaticaly reducing globa poverty and joining with our dliesin sharing
more of our richesto help those most in need.

It istime to make the U.N. Millennium Development Goals, which am to cut extreme poverty in
half by 2015, Americasgoasaswel. We need to invest in building capable, democratic Sates
that can establish healthy and educated communities, develop markets, and generate wedlth.
Such states would aso have greater indtitutional capacitiesto fight terrorism, hat the spread of
deadly wegpons, and build hedth-care infrastructures to prevent, detect, and treat deadly
diseases such as HIV/AIDS, mdaria, and avian flu.

We will double our annud investment in meeting these chalenges to $50 hillion by 2012 and
ensure that those new resources are directed toward worthwhile goals. We will work with
philanthropic organizations and the private sector to invest in development and poverty
reduction. But if Americais going to help others build more just and secure societies, our trade
dedls, debt relief, and foreign aid must not come as blank checks. We will recognize the
fragility of smdl nationsin the Caribbean, the Americas, Africa, and Asaand work withthem
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to successfully trangition to anew globa economy. We will couple our support with an ingstent
cdl for reform, to combet the corruption that rots societies and governments from within. As
part of this new funding, we will create a $2 hillion Globa Education Fund that will bring the
world together in diminating the global education deficit with the goa of supporting afree,
qudity, basc education for every child in theworld. Education increases incomes, reduces
poverty, strengthens communities, prevents the spread of disease, improves child and materna
hedlth, and empowers women and girls. We cannot hope to shape aworld where opportunity
outweighs danger unless we ensure that every child everywhere is taught to build and not to
destroy.

Our policies will recognize that human rights are women' s rights and that women'srights are
human rights. Women make up the mgority of the poor in the world. So we will expand
access to women’ s economic development opportunities and seek to expand microcredit.
Women produce hdf of the world' s food but only own one percent of the land upon which it is
grown. We will work to ensure that women have equd protection under the law and are not
denied rights and therefore locked into poverty.

We will modernize our foreign assistance policies, tools, and operationsin an eevated,
empowered, consolidated, and streamlined U.S. development agency. Development and
diplomacy will be reinforced as key pillars of U.S. foreign policy, and our civilian agencies will
be staffed, resourced, and equipped to address effectively new global challenges.

American leadership on human rightsis essentia to making the world safer, more just, and more
humane. Such leadership must begin with steps to undo the damage of the Bush years. But we
aso must go much further. We should work with others to shgpe human rights ingtitutions and
instruments tailored to the 21% century. We must make the United Nations' human rights
organs more objective, energetic, and effective. The U.S. must lead globd efforts to promote
international humanitarian andards and to protect civilians from indiscriminate violence during
warfare. We will champion accountability for genocide and war crimes, ending the scourge of
impunity for massve human rights abuses. We will stand up for oppressed people from Cuba
to North Korea and from Burmato Zimbabwe and Sudan. We will accord greater weight to
humean rights, including the rights of women and children, in our relationships with other globa
powers, recognizing that Americd s long-term strategic interests are more likely to be advanced
when our partners are rights-repecting.

Global Health
Democrats will invest in improving globd hedth. It is a human shame that many of the diseases
which compound the problem of global poverty are treatable, but they are yet to be treated.

The HIV/AIDS pandemic is amassve human tragedy. It isaso a security risk of the highest
order that threatens to plunge nationsinto chaos. There are an estimated 33 million people
across the planet infected with HIV/AIDS, including more than one million peoplein the U.S.
Nearly 8,000 people die every day of AIDS. We must do more to fight the globd HIV/AIDS
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pandemic, as well as mdaria, tuberculos's, and neglected tropical diseases. We will provide
$50 hillion over five years to strengthen existing U.S. programs and expand them to new regions
of the world, including Southeast ASa, India, and parts of Europe, where the HIV/AIDS
burden is growing. We will increase U.S. contributions to the Globa Fund to ensure that global
efforts to fight endemic disease continue to move ahead.

We dso support the adoption of humanitarian licensing policies that ensure medications
developed with the U.S. taxpayer dollars are available off patent in developing countries. We
will reped the globa gag rule and reingtate funding to the United Nations Population Fund
(UNFPA). We will expand access to hedlth care and nutrition for women and reduce the
burden of materna mortdlity.

We will leverage the engagement of the private sector and private philanthropy to launch Hedlth
Infrastructure 2020-a globd effort to work with developing countries to invest in the full range
of infrastructure needed to improve and protect both American and globa hedlth.

Human Trafficking

We will address human trafficking—both labor and sex trafficking—through strong legidation and
enforcement to ensure that trafficking victims are protected and traffickers are brought to
justice. Wewill aso address the root causes of human trafficking, induding poverty,
discrimination, and gender inequdity, as well as the demand for progtitution.

Protecting our Security and Saving our Planet

We mugt end the tyranny of ail in our time. Thisimmediate danger is edlipsed only by the
longer-term threat from climate change, which will lead to devastating wesather patterns, terrible
storms, drought, conflict, and famine. That means people competing for food and water in the
next fifty yearsin the very places that have known horrific violence in the last fifty: Africa, the
Middle East, and South Asa. That could aso mean destructive storms on our shores, and the
disappearance of our coastline.

We undergand that climate change is not just an economic issue or an environmenta concern-
thisisanationa security criss.

Establish Energy Security

Not since the 1970s has America s national security been so threstened by its energy insecurity,
and, as we have learned the hard way over the past eight years, achieving energy security inthe
21% century requires far more than simply expending our
economic and politica resources to keep ail flowing steadily out
of unstable and even hogtile countries and regions.

“The health of our planet is at
risk. Webelieve all citizens of
our planet require us as
Americansto make real
changesin the way we Rather, energy security requires semming the flow of money to
consumer our planet'slimited ¥ | rich regimes that are hostile to Americaand its alies it

resources, produce energy, . . . . ..
and use energy.”-Listening to ] F€quires combating climate change and preparing for its impacts

America participant, Anne
Arundel, MD 42




both a home and abroad; it requires making internationa energy markets work for us and not
againg us, it requires standing up to the oil companies that pend hundreds of millions of dollars
on lobbying and political contributions; it requires addressing nuclear safety, waste, and
proliferation challenges around the world; and more.

Democrats will hdt this dangerous trend, and take the necessary steps to achieving energy
independence. We will make it atop priority to reduce oil consumption by at

least 35 percent, or ten million barrels per day, by 2030. Thiswill more than offset the amount
of oil we are expected to import from OPEC nations in 2030.

Lead to Combat Climate Change

We will lead to defeat the epochal, man-made threet to the planet: climate change. Without
dramatic changes, risng sealevels will flood coasta regions around the world. Warmer
temperatures and declining rainfall will reduce crop yieds, increasing conflict, famine, disease,
and poverty. By 2050, famine could displace more than 250 million people worldwide. That
means increased ingability in some of the most volatile parts of the world.

Never again will we St on the Sddines, or sand in the way of collective action to tackle this
globd chdlenge. Getting our own house in order isonly afirst gep. We will invest in efficient
and clean technologies a home while using our assistance policies and export promotions to
help developing countries preserve biodiversty, curb deforestation, and legpfrog the carbon-
energy-intensive stage of development.

We will reach out to the leeders of the biggest carbon emitting nations and ask themto join a
new Globa Energy Forum that will lay the foundation for the next generation of climate
protocols. China has replaced America as the world' s largest emitter of greenhouse gases.
Clean energy development must be a central focus in our relationships with major countriesin
Europe and Asia. We need a globd response to climate change that includes binding and
enforceable commitments to reducing emissions, especialy for those that pollute the most: the
United States, China, India, the European Union, and Russia.

This chalenge ismassive, but rising to it will aso bring new benefits to America. By 2050,
globa demand for low-carbon energy could create an annuad market worth $500 hillion.
Mesting that demand would open new frontiers for American entrepreneurs and workers.

Seizing the Opportunity

It istime for anew generation to tell the next great American story. If we act with boldness and
foresight, we will be ableto tel our grandchildren that this was the time we confronted climate
change and secured the wegpons that could destroy the human race. This was the time we
defeated globd terrorists and brought opportunity to forgotten corners of the world. Thiswas
the time when we helped forge peace in the Middle East. This was the time when we renewed
the Americathat has led generations of weary travelers from dl over the world to find
opportunity and liberty and hope on our doorstep.
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It was not dl that long ago that farmersin Venezuela and Indonesia welcomed American
doctors to ther villages and hung pictures of John F. Kennedy on their living room walls, when
millions waited every day for aletter in the mail that would grant them the privilege to come to
Americato study, work, live, or just be free.

We can be this America again. Thisis our moment to renew the trust and faith of our people—
and dl people—in an Americathat battlesimmediate evils, promotes an ultimate good, and leads
the world once more.

[11. Renewing the American Community

Inlocd platform hearings around the country and the world, Americans talked of the need for
compassion, empathy, acommitment to our vaues, and the importance of being united in order
to take on the challenges and opportunities of the new century. They sounded the same themes
we have heard since the campaign began, whether in town hallsin Nevada, policy roundtables
in Philadelphia, or online gatherings held by Democrats Abroad. They said that they vaued
Barack Obama s message that dongside Americans famous individudism, there' s another
ingredient in the American saga: a beief that we are connected to each other. We could all
choose to focus on our own concerns and live our livesin away that triesto keep our individud
stories separate from the larger story of America. But that is not who we are. That is not our
American gory. If there' sa child on the south side of Chicago who can't read, that matters to
us, evenif it'snot our child. Smilarly, if there’'sasenior citizen in Elko, Nevadawho hasto
choose between medicine and the rent, that mekes our lives poorer, even if it's not our
grandmother. Because it is only when we join together in something larger than ourselves that
we can write the next great chapter in America s story.

Service

The future of our country will be determined not only by our government and our policies but
through the efforts of the American people. That iswhy we will ask dl Americansto be actively
involved in meeting the challenges of the new century. In this young century, our military has
answered the cdll to serve, even asthat call has come too often. We must now make it possible
for dl citizensto serve. We will expand AmeriCorps, double the size of the Peace Corps,
enable more to serve in the military, create new opportunities for internationa service, integrate
service into primary education, and creste new opportunities for experienced and retired
personsto serve. And if you invest in America, Americawill invest in you: we will increase
support for service-learning, establish tax incentives for college students who serve, and create
scholarships for students who pledge to become teachers. We will use the Internet to better
match volunteers to service opportunities. In these ways, we will unleash the power of serviceto
meet Americd s chdlengesin auniquey American way.

I mmigration



America has dways been anation of immigrants. Over the years, millions of people have come
here in the hope that in America, you can makeit if you try. Each successve wave of
immigrants has contributed to our country’ srich culture, economy and spirit. Like the
immigrants that came before them, today’ simmigrants will shepe their own destinies and enrich
our country.

Nonetheess, our current immigration system has been broken for far too long. We need
comprehensive immigration reform, not just piecemed efforts. We must work together to pass
immigration reform in away that unites this country, not in away that divides us by playing on
our worst ingtincts and fears. We are committed to pursuing tough, practica, and humane
immigration reform in the first year of the next adminigration.

We cannot continue to dlow people to enter the United States undetected, undocumented, and
unchecked. The American people are awelcoming and generous people, but those who enter
our country’s bordersillegaly, and those who employ them, disrespect the rule of the law. We
need to secure our borders, and support additional personnd, infrastructure, and technology on
the border and at our ports of entry. We need additional Customs and Border Protection agents
equipped with better technology and redl-time intdligence. We need to dismantle human
smuggling organizations, combeting the crime associated with thistrade. We aso need to do
more to promote economic development in migrant-sending nations, to reduce incentives to
come to the United Statesillegaly. And we need to crack down on employers who hire
undocumented immigrants. It’'s a problem when we only enforce our laws againg the
immigrants themsalves, with raids that are ineffective, tear apart families, and leave people
detained without adequate access to counsel. We redlize that employers need a method to
verify whether their employees are legdly digible to work in the United States, and we will
ensure that our system is accurate, fair to lega workers, safeguards peopl€' s privacy, and
cannot be used to discriminate againgt workers.

We mugt dso improve the legd immigration system, and miake our nation’s naturdization
process fair and ble to the thousands of legal permanent residents who are eager to
become full Americans. We should fix the dysfunctiona immigration bureaucracy that hampers
family reunification, the cornerstone of our immigration policy for years. Given the importance of
both keeping families together and supporting American businesses, we will increase the number
of immigration visas for family members of people living here and for immigrants who meet the
demand for jobs that employers cannot fill, as long as gppropriate labor market protections and
gandards are in place. We will fight discrimination against Americans who have dways played
by our immigration rules but are sometimes treated as if they had not.

For the millionsliving hereillegdly but otherwise playing by the rules, we must require them to
come out of the shadows and get right with the law.  We support a system that requires
undocumented immigrants who are in good standing to pay afine, pay taxes, learn English, and
go to the back of the line for the opportunity to become citizens. They are our neighbors, and
we can help them become full tax-paying, law-abiding, productive members of society.
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Hurricane Katrina

For many in America, Hurricane Katrina conjures up the memory of atime when America's
government failed its citizens. When the winds blew and the floodwaters came, we learned that
for dl of our wedth and power, something was't right with Washington. Our

government’ s response during Hurricane Katrinais anationa shame—and yet three years later,
the government has till failed to keep its promise to rebuild.

The people of New Orleans and the Gulf Coast are heroes for returning and rebuilding, and
they shouldn’t face these chalenges done. We will partner with the people of the Gulf Coast to
assig the victims of Hurricane Katrina and restore the region economicaly. We will cregte jobs
and training opportunities for returning and displaced workers as well as contracting
opportunities for local businessesto help create stronger, safer, and more equitable
communities. We will increase funding for affordable housing and home ownership opportunities
for returning families, workers, and residents moving out of

unsafe trailers. We will reinvest in infrastructure in New Orleans: we will congiruct |levees that
work, fight cri me.by rebqld ng.IOCd police dfepa‘tments. « Every American community

and courthouses, invest in hospitals, and rebuild the public 4 city isvulnerable, as

school system. recent floods in the Midwest
and fires and earthquakes in
We aso commit to the rebuilding and restoration of the Cdiforniahave reminded us.

- All citizens and elected
lowa communities affected by the floods of 2008. leaders must understand that

[today’ s crisis] could occur in
Preventing and Responding to Future Catastrophes | your city today or
We will also work to prevent future catastrophic response [ tomorrow!” -Women of the

failures, whether the emergency comes from hurricanes, ST T

o ] grassroots civic organization
earthquakes, floods, tornadoes, wild fires, drought, bridge | made up of diverse women

collapses, or any other natura or mart made disaster. frommetropolitan New

Maintaining our levees and damsis not pork barre (OLF';TZ“”S%”?OS:#:: _LCZU'S'a”a
. e L . . | | |

oending—it is an urgent priority. We will fix National Hearina

governmentd agencies like the Federa Emergency
Management Agency, ensure that they are staffed with professonals, and creete integrated
communication and response plans. We will reform the Smdl Business Adminigtration
bureaucracy, and develop area Nationa Response Plan.

Wewill develop aNationa Catastrophic Insurance Fund to offer an affordable insurance
mechanism for high-risk catastrophes that no single private insurer can cover by itsdf for fear of
bankruptcy. Thiswill dlow gtates and territories to deadl comprehensively with the economic
didocation of natural disasters.

Stewar dship of Our Planet and Natural Resour ces

Globa climate change is the planet’ s greatest threat, and our response will determine the very
future of life on this earth. Despite the efforts of our current Administration to deny the science
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of climate change and the need to act, we till believe that America can be earth’ s best hope.
We will implement a market-based cap and trade system to reduce carbon emissions by the
amount scientists say is necessary to avoid catastrophic change and we will set interim targets
aong the way to ensure that we meet our god. We will invest in advanced energy technologies,
to build the clean energy economy and create millions of new, good “ Green Colla” American
jobs. Because the environment isatruly globa concern, the United States must be aleader in
combating climate change around the world, including exporting dimate-friendly technologiesto
developing countries. We will use innovative measures to draméticaly improve the energy
efficiency of buildings, including establishing agrant program for early adopters and providing
incentives for energy conservation. We will encourage locdl initiatives, sustainable communities,
persond responsbility, and environmenta stewardship and education nationwide.

Wewill help locd communitiesin the American West preserve weter to meet their fast growing
needs. We support a comprehensive solution for restoring our nationd treasures—such asthe
Great Lakes, Everglades, and Chesapeake Bay—including expanded scientific research and
protections for species and habitats there. We will reinvigorate the Environmenta Protection
Agency so that we can work with communities to reduce air and water pollution and protect our
children from environmentd toxins, and never sacrifice science to politics. We will protect
Nevada and its communities from the high-level nuclear waste dump a Y ucca Mountain, which
has not been proven to be safe by sound science. We will restore the * polluter pays’ principle
to fund the cleanup of the most polluted Sites, so that those who cause environmenta problems
pay to fix them.

Federal Lands

Wewill create anew vison for conservation that works with loca communities to conserve our
exiging publidy-owned lands while dramaticaly expanding invesmentsin conserving and
restoring forests, grasdands, and wetlands across Americafor generations to come. Unlike the
current Adminigtration, we will reinvest in our nation’s forests by providing federd agencies with
resources to reduce the threat of wildland fires, promote sustainable forest product industries for
rura economic development and ensure that national resources are in place to respond to
catagtrophic wildland fires. We will treat our nationa parks with the same respect that millions
of families show each year when they vist. We will recognize that our parks are nationa
treasures, and will ensure that they are protected as part of the overdl natura system so they
are here for generations to come. We are committed to conserving the lands used by hunters
and anglers, and we will open millions of new acres of land to public hunting and fishing.

Metropolitan and Urban Policy

We believe that strong cities are the building blocks of strong regions, and strong regions are
essentid for astrong America. To build vibrant and diverse cities and regions, we support
equitable development dtrategies that create opportunities for those traditiondly left behind by
economic development efforts.

For the past eight years, the current Administration has ignored urban areas. We look forward
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to greater partnership with urban America. We will srengthen federd commitment to cities,
including by creeting a new White House Office on Urban Policy and fully funding the
Community Development Block Grant. We support community-based initiatives, such as
micro-loans, business assistance centers, community economic development corporations, and
community development financid inditutions. To help regiond business devel opment we will
double federd funding for basic research, expand the deployment of broadband technology,
increase access to capita for businessesin underserved aress, create anationa network of
public- private business incubators, and provide grants to support regiona innovation clusters.
Since businesses can only function when workers can get to their place of employment, we will
invest in public trangportation including rail, expand trangportation options for low-income
communities, and strengthen core infrastructure like our roads and bridges. We will provide
cities the support they need to perform public safety and national security functions, reinvest in
Community Oriented Policing Services, and keep children off the streets by supporting
expanded after-school and summer opportunities. Findly, we will work to make cities greener
and more livable by training employees to work in skilled clean technologiesindudtries,
improving the environmentd efficiency of city buildings, and taking smart growth principles into
account when designing transportation.

Firearms

We recognize that the right to bear armsis an important part of the American tradition, and we
will preserve Americans Second Amendment right to own and use firearms. We believe that
the right to own firearms is subject to reasonable regulation, but we know that what worksin
Chicago may not work in Cheyenne. We canwork together to enact and enforce common-
sense laws and improvements — like closing the gun show loophole, improving our background
check system, and reingtating the assault wegpons ban, so that guns do not fal into the hands of
terrorigts or criminas. Acting responsibly and with respect for differing views on this issue, we
can both protect the congtitutiond right to bear arms and keep our communities and our children
safe.

Faith

We honor the centra place of faith in our lives. Like our Founders, we believe that our nation,
our communities, and our lives are made vastly stronger and richer by faith and the countless
acts of justice and mercy it ingpires. We believe that change comes not from the top-down, but
from the bottom-up, and that few are closer to the people than our churches, synagogues,
temples, and mosques. To face today’ s chalenges—from saving our planet to ending poverty—
we need al hands on deck. Faith-based groups are not a replacement for government or
secular non-profit programs,; rather, they are yet another sector working to meet the chalenges
of the 21% century. We will empower grassroots faith-based and community groups to help
meet chalenges like poverty, ex-offender reentry, and illiteracy. At the same time, we can
ensure that these partnerships do not endanger First Amendment protections — because there is
no conflict between supporting faith-based indtitutions and respecting our Conditution. We will
ensure that public funds are not used to proselytize or discriminate. We will dso ensure that
taxpayer dollars are only used on programs that actualy work.
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TheArts

Investment in the artsis an investment in our credtivity and culturd heritage, in our diversty, in
our communities, and in our humanity. We support art in schools and increased public funding
for the National Endowment for the Arts and the National Endowment for the Humanities. We
support the cultura exchange of artists around the world, spreading democracy and renewing

America s satus as a culturd and artistic center.
“| was a college student when |

became disabled and had to ready . . T
myself for the workforce. In spite Americanswith Disabilities

of my grades, extra-curricular We will once again reclaim our role asworld leadersin
activities and achievements, | protecting the rights of people with dissbilities. We will
received no job offers after 30 lead the United Statesin ratifying the U.N. Convention on
initial interviews and 2 second the Rights of Persons with Disehilities, the firgt human

round interviews. | know my story ) . . . ) o
iss like millions of other people with rights treaty approved in the United Nationsin the 21

disabilitieswho desperately wish century. We will ensure there is sufficient funding to

) ‘{Yorck and ar;)q”a' ig;’dtt_o do empower Americans with disabilities to succeed in school
SO.” -Carmen Jones, utions . . .

T T e S and beyond. We will fully fuqd ad mcrease stafflng'for the
America National Hearing) Equa Employment Opportunity Commission. We will

restore dignity for Americans with disabilities by sgning the
Community Choice Act into law, which will dlow them the choice of living in their communities
rather than being warehoused in nursing homes or other inditutions.

Children and Families

If we are to renew America, we must do a better job of investing in the next generation of
Americans. For parents, the first and most sacred responghility isto support our children:
setting an example of excellence, turning off the TV, and helping with the homework. But we
must aso support parents as they drive to raise their children in anew era. We must make it
easer for working parents to spend time with their families when they need to. We will make an
unprecedented nationd investment to guarantee that every child has access to high-qudity early
education, including invesmentsin Pre-K, Head Start, and Early Head Start, and we will help
pay for child care. We will ensure that every child has hedlth insurance, invest in playgrounds to
promote hedthy and active lifestyles, and protect children from lead poisoning in their homes
and toys. Improving maternd health dso improves children’s hedlth, so we will provide access
to home vists by medicad professionals to low-income expectant firdt-time mothers. We must
protect our most vulnerable children, by supporting and supplementing our struggling foster care
system, enhancing adoption programsfor dl caring parents, and protecting children from
violence and neglect. Onlineand on TV, we will give parents tools to block content they find
objectionable. We dso must recognize that caring for family members and managing a
household isreal and valuable work.

Fatherhood

Too many fathers are missng—missing from too many lives and too many homes. Children who
grow up without afather are five times more likely to live in poverty and are more likely to
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commit crime, drop out of school, abuse drugs, and end up in prison. We need more fathersto
redlize that respongbility does not end at conception. We need them to understand that what
makes aman is not the ability to have a child—it’s the courage to raise one. We will support
fathers by providing trangtiond training to get jobs, removing tax pendties on married families
and expanding maternity and paternity leave. We will reward those who are respongbly
supporting their children by giving them atax credit and we will crack down on men who avoid
child support payments and ensure those payments go directly to familiesinstead of
bureaucracies.

Seniors

We will protect and strengthen Medicare by cutting costs, protecting seniors from fraud, and
fixing Medicare s prescription drug program. We will reped the prohibition on negotiating
prescription drug prices, ban drug companies from paying generic producersto refrain from
entering drug markets, and diminate drug company interference with generic competition-and
we will dedicate dl of the savings from these measures towards closng the donut hole. We will
end specid preferences for insurance companies and private plans like Medicare Advantage to
force them to compete on aleve playing field. We will address the chalenges that older
Americans who are not yet digible for Medicare face in finding affordable and quaity hedth
insurance.

We will take steps to ensure that our seniors have meaningful long-term care options that are
conggtent with their individua needs, including the option of home care. We bdlieve that we
must pay caregivers afar wage and train more nurses and hedlth care workers so as to improve
the avallability and qudity of long-term care. We mugt reform the financing of long-term care to
ease the burden on seniors and their families. We will safeguard Socid Security. We will
develop new retirement plans and pengion protections that will give Americans a secure,
portable way to save for retirement. We will ensure a safe and dignified retirement. We will
work to end abuse of the ederly. We will safeguard from discrimination those who choose to
work past the age of 65.

Choice

The Democratic Party strongly and unequivocaly supports Roe v. Wade and awoman' s right
to choose a safe and legal abortion, regardless of ability to pay, and we oppose any and dl
efforts to wesaken or undermine that right.

The Democratic Party also strongly supports access to comprehensve affordable family
planning services and age-appropriate sex education which empower people to make informed
choices and live hedthy lives. We aso recognize that such hedth care and education

hdp reduce the number of unintended pregnancies and thereby aso reduce the need for
abortions.

The Democratic Party aso strongly supports awoman's decision to have a child by ensuring
access to and availability of programsfor pre- and post-nata hedth care, parenting skills,
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income support, and caring adoption programs.

Criminal Justice

As Democrats, we are committed to being smart on crime. That means being tough on violent
crime, funding drategic, and effective community policing, and holding offenders accountable,
and it means getting tough on the root causes of crime by investing in successful crime
prevention, including proven initiatives that get youth and nonviolent offenders back on track.
We will support communities as they work to save their residents from the violence that
plagues our streets. We will reverse the policy of cutting resources for the brave men and
women who protect our communities every day. At atime when our nation’s officers are being
asked both to provide traditiona law enforcement services and to help protect the homeland,
taking police off of the street is neither tough nor smart; we reject this disastrous gpproach. We
support and will restore funding to our courageous police officers and will ensure thet they are
equipped with the best technology, equipment, and innovative Strategies to prevent and fight
crimes.

We will end the dangerous cycle of violence, especidly youth violence, with proven community-
based law enforcement programs such as the Community Oriented Policing Services. We will
reduce recidivism in our neighborhoods by supporting loca prison-to-work programs. We will
continue to fight inequditiesin our crimind justice sysem. We believe that the degth pendty
must not be arbitrary. DNA testing should be used in dl appropriate circumstances, defendants
should have effective assistance of counsd. In al death row cases, and thorough post-
conviction reviews should be available.

We must help gtate, local, and tribd law enforcement work together to combat and prevent
drug crime and drug and acohol abuse, which are a blight on our communities. We will restore
funding for the Byrne Justice Assstance Grant Program and expand the use of drug courts and
rehabilitation programs for firg-time, non-violent drug offenders.

We support the rights of victims to be respected, to be heard, and to be compensated.

Ending violence against women must be atop priority. We will creste a specid advisor to the
president regarding violence againgt women. We will increase funding to domestic violence and
sexud assault prevention programs. We will strengthen sexua assault and domestic violence
laws, support the Violence Against Women Act, and provide job security to survivors. Our
foreign policy will be sendtive to issues of aggression againg women around the world.

A More Perfect Union

We bdlieve in the essentid American ided that we are not constrained by the circumstances of
birth but can make of our lives what we will. Unfortunately, for too many, that ided isnot a
redlity. We have more work to do. Democrats will fight to end discrimination based on race,
sex, ehnicity, nationd origin, language, religion, sexud orientation, gender identity, age, and
disability in every corner of our country, because that’ s the Americawe believe in.
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Weadl haveto do our part to lift up this country, and that means changing hearts and changing
minds, and making sure that every American is treeted equaly under the law. We will restore
professonaism over partisanship a the Department of Judtice, and staff the civil rights divison
with civil rights lawyers, not ideologues. We will restore vigorous federa enforcement of civil
rights laws in order to provide every American an equa chance a employment, housing, hedth,
contracts, and pay. We are committed to banning racid, ethnic, and reigious profiling and
requiring federd, state, and local enforcement agencies to take steps to eliminate the practice.

We are committed to ensuring full equdity for women: we reaffirm our support for the Equa
Rights Amendment, recommit to enforcing Title IX, and will urge passage of the Convention on
the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Againgt Women. We will pursue a unified foreign
and domestic policy thet promotes civil rights and human rights, for women and minorities, a
home and abroad. We will passthe Local Law Enforcement Hate Crimes Prevention Act. We
will restore and support the White House Initiative on Asan-American and Pacific Idanders,
induding enforcement on disaggregation of Census data. We will make the Census more
culturdly sengtive, including outreach, language assstance, and increased confidentidity
protections to ensure accurate counting of the growing Latino and Asan American, and Pecific
Idander populations, and continue working on efforts to be more inclusive. We will sgn the
U.N. Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and restore the origind intent of the
Americans with Disabilities Act. That isthe Americawe bdievein.

It is not enough to look back in wonder at how far we have come; those who came before us
did not gtrike ablow againgt injudtice only so that we would alow injustice to fester in our time.
That means removing the barriers of prgjudice and misunderganding that dill exist in America
We support the full indusion of al families, induding same-sex couples, in the life of our nation,
and support equa responghility, benefits, and protections. We will enact a comprehensive
bipartisan employment non-discrimination act. We oppose the Defense of Marriage Act and all
attemptsto use thisissueto divide us.

But it is no good to be able to ride the bus when you can't afford the bus fare. We will work to
provide red opportunities for al Americans suffering from disadvantage; we will pioneer new
policies and remedies againg poverty and violence that address real human needs and we will
close the achievement gap in education and provide every child aworld-class education. We
support affirmative action, including in federal contracting and higher education, to make sure
that those locked out of the doors of opportunity will be able to walk through those doorsin
the future. Asthe late Ann Richards said, “We offer avison where opportunity knows no race,
no gender, no color, aglimpse of what can hagppen in government if we smply open the doors
let the peoplein.”

V. Renewing American Democracy
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Americans of every political stripe are hungry for anew kind of government. We want a
government that favors common sense over ideology, honesty over spin, that worries less about
losing the next eection and more about winning the battles we owe to the next generation.

The over 30,000 Americans who attended 1645 locd platform hearings demondtrated their
commitment to reasserting government of, by, and for the people. So too did the millions of
Americans who turned out in primaries and caucuses, and the record- breaking number of
Americans abroad who participated — induding men and the women who serve in our military.
Democrats want to continue the momentum of the eection. Only by doing so can we bring the
change necessary to restore the promise of America.

The government we create will open up democracy to the people and protect our civil liberties.
Well invite the service and participation of American citizens, and use the tools of government
and technology to lead usinto a new eraof connectedness, teamwork, and progress. A Barack
Obama Adminigtration will make it clear to the specid interests that their days of setting the
agendain Washington are over, because the American people are not the problem in the 21%
century—they are the solution. We' Il make every vote count, because in America, everyone' s
voice mattersin the political process.

Open, Accountable, and Ethical Government

In Barack Obama s Adminigtration, we will open up the doors of democracy. We will use
technology to make government more transparent, accountable, and inclusive. Rather than
obstruct peopl€ s use of the Freedom of Information Act, we will require that agencies conduct
ggnificant businessin public and release dl rdevant information unless an agency reasonably
foresees harm to a protected interest.

We will lift the vall of secret dedlsin Washington by publishing searchable, online information
about federa grants, contracts, earmarks, loans, and lobbyist contacts with government officias.
We will make government data available online and will have an online video archive of
sgnificant agency meetings. Wewill put dl non-emergency hills that Congress has passed
onlinefor five days, to dlow the American public to review and comment on them before they
aresgned into law. We will require Cabinet officiads to have periodic nationd online town hdl
meetings to discuss issues before their agencies.

Implementing our Party’s agenda will require running competent, innovative, and efficient public
agencies a dl levels of government with the resources necessary to get results. We will develop
a comprehensve management agenda to prevent operationd breskdowns in government and
ensure that government provides the level of service that the American people deserve.
Because we understand that good government depends on good people, we will work to
rebuild and reengage our federd workforce and encourage state and local governmentsto do
the same. We will make government amore attractive place to work. Our hiring will be based
only on qudification and experience, and not on ideology or party affiliation. We will pay for
our new spending, eiminate waste in government programs, demand, and measure results, and
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stop funding programs that don’'t work. We will not privatize public services for the sake of
privatizing. We will use carefully crafted guideines when determining whether to contract out
any government service and whether afunction is “inherently governmentd.” We will provide
improved accountability, oversight, and management in the contracting process to protect the
public.

We are committed to a participatory government. We will use the most current technology
available to improve the quality of government decisionmaking
“Wethe peopleneedtobe J and make government less beholden to specid interest groups

et ZEr) Pafﬂf;ipa"tsy not | adlobbyisis Wenwill enhancethe flow of information between
consumers or government. ) . . . . ,
g citizens and government—in both di rect ons—hby |.nvoIV|r!g the
participant, Littleton, NH public in the work of government agencies. We will not smply

solicit opinions, but will dso use new technology to tap into the
vast expertise of the American citizenry, for the benefit of government and our democracy.

Americans want red reform that will help them pay their medicd bills and put the country on the
path to energy independence. They aretired of lobbyists sanding in their way. So we'll end the
abuse of no-bid contracts by requiring nearly al contract orders over $25,000 to be
competitively awarded and tdll the drug companies and the oil companies and the insurance
industry that, while they may get a seet at the table in Washington, they don't get to buy every
chair. We will ingtitute a gift ban so that no lobbyist can curry favor with the Administration. We
will close the revolving door that has alowed people to use their position in the Adminigiration
as a stepping-stone to further their lobbying careers. We support campaign finance reform to
reduce the influence of moneyed specid interests, including public financing of campaigns
combined with free televison and radio time. We will have the wisdom to put the public interest
above specid interests. Asanationa party, we will not take any contributions from Politica
Action Committees during this eection.

Reclaiming Our Congtitution and Our Liberties

Aswe combat terrorism, we must not sacrifice the American values we are fighting to protect.
In recent years, we' ve seen an Adminigtration put forward a false choice between the liberties
we cherish and the security we demand. The Democrétic Party rejects this dichotomy. We will
restore our condtitutiona traditions, and recover our nation’s founding commitment to liberty
under law.

We support condtitutiona protections and judicia oversight on any surveillance program
involving Americans. We will review the current Adminigtration’s warrantless wiretapping
program. We rgject illegd wiretapping of American citizens, wherever they live.

We rgect the use of nationa security letters to spy on citizens who are not suspected of a
crime. We rgject the tracking of citizens who do nothing more than protest a misguided war.
Wergect torture. We reject sweeping clams of “inherent” presdentid power. We will revist
the Patriot Act and overturn uncongtitutiona executive decisionsissued during the past eight
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years. We will not use Sgning statements to nullify or undermine duly enacted law. And we will
ensure that law-abiding Americans of any origin, induding Arab- Americans and Mudim-
Americans, do not become the scapegoats of nationa security fears.

We bdieve that our Congtitution, our courts, our ingtitutions, and our traditions work.

In its operations oversess, while claming to soread freedom throughout the world, the current
Adminidration has tragicaly helped give rise to anew generation of potentia adversarieswho
threaten to make Americaless secure. We will provide our intligence and law enforcement
agencies with the tools to hunt down and take out terrorists without undermining our
Condtitution, our freedom, and our privecy.

To build afreer and safer world, we will lead in ways thet reflect the decency and aspirations of
the American people. We will not ship away prisonersin the dead of night to be tortured in far-
off countries, or detain without tria or charge prisoners who can and should be brought to
judtice for their crimes, or maintain anetwork of secret prisonsto jail people beyond the reach
of the law. We will respect the time-honored principle of habeas corpus, the seven century-old
right of individuas to chalenge the terms of their own detention that was recently reaffirmed by
our Supreme Court. We will close the detention camp in Guantanamo Bay, the location of so
many of the worst congtitutional abuses in recent years. With these necessary changes, the
attention of the world will be directed where it belongs. on what terrorists have done to us, not
on how we treat suspects.

We recognize what |eaders on the front lines of the struggle againgt terrorism have long known:
to win this fight, we must maintain the mord high ground.  When millions around the world see
Americaliving up to its highest ideds, we win friends and dliesin this Sruggle for our safety and
our lives, and our enemies lose ground.

For our Judiciary, we will select and confirm judges who are men and women of unquestionable
talent and character, who firmly respect the rule of law, who listen to and are respectful of
different points of view, and who represent the diversity of America. We support the
gppointment of judges who respect our system of checks and balances and the separation of
power among the Executive Branch, Congress, and the Judiciary—and who understand that the
Condtitution protects not only the powerful, but aso the disadvantaged and the powerless.

Our Condtitution is not a nuisance. It is the foundation of our democracy. It makes freedom and
sdf-governance possible, and helps to protect our security. The Democratic Party will restore
our Condtitution to its proper place in our government and return our Nation to our best
traditions—including our commitment to government by law.

Voting Rights

Voting rights are fundamenta rights because they are protective of al other rights. We will work
to fully protect and enforce the fundamenta Congtitutiond right of every American vote—to
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enaure that the Condlitution’s promise is fully redized. We will fully fund the Help AmericaVote
Act and work to fulfill the promise of dection reform, including fighting to end long lines a
voting booths and ensuring thet al regidration materids, voting materids, polling places, and
voting machines are truly accessible to seniors, Americans with disabilities, and citizenswith
limited English proficiency. We will cdl for anationd standard for voting that includes voter-
verified paper ballots. We will ensure that absentee balots are accessible and accurately
counted. We will vigoroudy enforce our voting rights laws instead of making them tools of
partisan political agendas, we oppose laws that require identification in order to vote or register
to vote, which create discriminatory barriers to the right to vote and disenfranchise many digible
voters, and we oppose tactics which purge digible voters from voter rolls. We are committed to
passing the Count Every Vote Act. Findly, we will enact legidation that establishes harsh
pendties for those who engage in voter intimidation and creates a process for providing
accurate information to misinformed voters o they can cast their votesin time.

Partner shipswith States

Given the economic crisis across the country, states, and territories today face serious
difficulties. More than half of our states face a combined billions of dollarsin shortfals. Asa
result, states have had to innovate and take matters into their own hands—and they have done
an extraordinary job. Y et they should not have to do it done. We will provide significant and
immediate temporary funding to state and loca governments, as well as territories and tribes.
Wewill give these governmental entities a partner in the federal government, and a president
who understand that prosperity comes not only from Wall Street and Washington, but from the
perseverance of the American people. County and municipa governments, aswell as territories
and tribes, are dso key partners with the federa government. These partnerships need to be
revitalized to address their critical needs.

Partner ship with Civic Ingtitutions

Socid entrepreneurs and leading nonprofit organizations are asssting schoals, lifting families out
of poverty, filling hedth care gaps, and ingpiring others to lead change in their own communities.
To support these results-oriented innovators, we will create a Socid Investment Fund Network
that investsin ideas that work, tests their impact, and expands the most successful programs.
Wewill create an office to coordinate government and nonprofit efforts.

Digrict of Columbia

Our civil rights leaders and many Americans of every background have sacrificed too much for
usto tolerate continuing denia to the nearly 600,000 residents of our nation’s capitd of the
benefits of full citizenship, especiadly the vote, that are accorded to citizens of every dtate. We
support equa rights to democratic salf-government and congressond representation for the
citizens of our nation’s capitd.

Tribal Sovereignty

American Indian and Alaska Native tribes have dways been sovereign, sdf-governing
communities, and we &firm ther inherent right to sdf-government as wdl as the unique
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government-to-government relationship they share with the United States. In exchange for
millions of acres of land, our nation pledged to provide certain services in perpetuity; we will
honor our nation’ s treaty and trust obligations by increasing resources for economic
development, hedlth care, Indian education, and other important services. We will respect
American Indian culturd rights and sacred places. We will reexamine the lega framework that
dlows extreme rates of violent crime in Indian country; we will create a White House advisor on
Indian Affairs; and we will host an annua summit with Indian leaders.

We support the efforts for self-determination and sovereignty of Native Hawalians, consstent
with principles enumerated in the Apology Resolution and the Native Hawaiian Government
Reorganization Act. We will increase federa resources for economic development, education,
hedlth, and other important services. We will respect Native Hawaiian culture rights and sacred
places.

Puerto Rico, Guam, American Samoa, the Northern Mariana Idands, and the U.S.
Virgin Idands

We recognize and honor the contributions and the sacrifices made in service of our country by
the people living in Puerto Rico, Guam, American Samoa, the Northern Mariana Idands, and
the U.S. Virgin Idands. We believe that the people of Puerto Rico have the right to the political
dtatus of their choice, obtained through afair, neutral, and democratic process of sdif-
determination. The White House and Congress will work with dl groupsin Puerto Rico to
enable the question of Puerto Rico’s status to be resolved during the next four years. We also
believe that economic conditionsin Puerto Rico cdl for effective and equitable programs to
maximize job creation and financid investment. Furthermore, in order to provide fair assstance
to those in grestest need, the U.S. citizens in Puerto Rico should receive treatment under federa
programs that is comparable to that of citizensin the States. We will phase-out the cap on
Medicaid funding and phase-in equa participation in other federd health care assstance
programs. Moreover, we will provide equitable treatment to the U.S. citizensin Puerto Rico on
programs providing refundable tax credits to working families. We bdieve that U.S. citizensin
Guam, American Samoa, the Northern Mariana ldands, and the U.S. Virgin Idands should
recelve Smilar treatment.

We support full self-government and self-determination for the people of Guam, American
Samoa, the Northern Mariana Idands, and the Virgin Idands, and their right to decide their
future status. We will seek input from Guam on relevant military matters and we acknowledge
the unique hedlth care challenges that Pacific Idand communities face. For dl those who live
under our flag, we support strong economic development and fair and equitable treatment under
federa programs.
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